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Undergraduate research improves
Barker proposes three year
research program for all
undergraduate students.
NAYLOR BROWNELL
Assistant News Editor
Last week in a letter addressed to
Clemson students, President Barker
announced the commission of a new
undergraduate research program
unique to the University.
"The idea is pretty simple," Barker
explained. "It's a group often students
working with a faculty member on an
idea they all agree is important."
Provost and Vice President for
Academic Affairs Dori Helms proposed the plan in response to President
Barker's call for a greater emphasis
on research. In an interview with the
Greenville News, Helms said that the
initiative would "give Clemson something special no other university has."
Under the program, students would
start working with a professor in their
sophomore year. The group would
continue researching, logging a total
of three years for each student
Every student would be required
to take part in the project, regardless
of major. It would be in addition to
the present courseload that Clemson
students are expected to complete
each year.
Barker stressed that the students
could choose any area of research.

U.S. News and World
Report releases latest public
school rankings.
MATT MCILWAIN
Staff Writer

EMILY CMSGIANO/photo editor

BIOLOGY: Senior Michelle Tada and Sophomore Felicia Hawthorne, both biology majors, work in a lab in Jordan
Hall under the instruction of Professor Margaret Ptacek.
"The key," he said, "is not to define with the project would be given a pay ing up right now who want to try this,"
research very narrowly. It could be raise and would still be allowed to do he said. He emphasized that the faculty
any of a wide variety of things."
research on their own.
would be looking into something that
According to the President, students
Barker seemed optimistic that the they would be interested in; no superwould receive course credit for their faculty would be willing to partici- fluous research for students would be
work, as well as a letter grade.
pate.
SEE RESEARCH, PAGE A7
The professors who agree to help
"We've got faculty members queuawimMwyfti"

Federal study lauds Clemson Area Transit
University's no-fare transit
system model for other
schools.
KELLY VALAITIS
Staff Writer
Purple and orange buses breeze by
students, faculty, staff and residents
of Clemson every day. Clemson

Area Transit — better known as
the CAT buses — are a significant
part of Clemson University's daily
activities, with 1,235,235 passengers this past year alone. After nine
years of success, universities all
over the country are learning more
about the no-fare CAT model from
a case study posted by the Federal
Transit Administration.
According
to
the
Transit

JILL HAZEL -i.nv

RIDERS: After class, students board the Orange route CAT bus to head back
to their cars.
TIMEOUT

Cooperative Research Program
(TCRP), the CAT system was a
"50/50 joint venture, created by a
formal contract between the city of
Clemson and Clemson University
to assume responsibility for operations and aspects of the Clemson
University shuttle service and to be
operated by the city of Clemson."
The no-fare transit system is
unique because the CAT system
does not impose student fees to pay
for it. Instead, parking fees and federal funds are used. The TCRP case
study points out that Clemson was
fortunate to receive federal rural
transit funds because other states
may not be allocated such federal
funding.
"The passengers don't actually pay a fare because their
fares are prepaid by other institutions and organizations like the
Federal Transit Administration,
the South Carolina Department of
Transportation, Clemson University
and other communities that are
paying into this budget," said Al
Babinicz, the executive director of
the Clemson Area Transit.
Babinicz said the case study
recognizes Clemson Area Transit
and two other universities, including Michigan State University
and Indiana University, for their
"outstanding and unique transit
service."
"They have selected the Clemson
model and they have created this
document for transportation on
college and university campuses,"
Babinicz said. "CAT has been

selected as a unique well-run
best practice of a transit system
of any college town. We are very
pleased."
Other universities including
Virginia Tech, Mississippi State,
Florida State, University of Georgia
and University of Alabama, have
been reviewing the CAT model for
their campuses.
According to Babinicz, not
only does CAT bring recognition
to Clemson University, but it also
helps students to save money, relax
on a safer campus and limit parking
hassles.
"The CAT bus came in handy
once when my car broke down and
I needed a ride from school to my
apartment," said Clemson senior
Tara Pellecchia. "Without the CAT
system I would have had to walk
home or wait a few hours for a
friend to pick me up."
The buses are equipped with air
conditioning, music, bike racks,
aids for the disabled and bilingual
maps and schedules. Furthermore,
the National Safety Council estimates that it is 91 times safer to
ride CAT than to drive.
The Night CAT transit system,
which is sponsored in part by
Budweiser, services the campus as
well as almost every apartment in
the Clemson community on Fridays
and Saturdays between 8 p.m. and
3 a.m. The Night CAT brochure
states the service is designed to
"offer students a safe means of
SEE

Clemson University is ranked
32nd in the nation, according to
U.S. News and World Report.
This ranking in no way relates
to football, baseball or golf.
The magazine released its
annual rankings last week for
the top public doctoral-granting
institutions in the country. This
marks continual improvement
for the university that last year
ranked 35th and 39th two years
ago.
"Clemson is not really chasing rankings," President James
Barker said. "What we are
pursuing as aggressively as possible is quality. We're pleased to
be ranked among the nation's
top public universities, but there
are always areas for improvement."
According to Barker, there is
no specific ranking that Clemson
is working towards. Instead, the
University is specifically striving for improvement in all academic areas as well as teacher
salary and smaller class sizes.
Furthermore, Barker feels that
the students are responsible for
the university's improvement.
"Our incoming freshmen SAT
scores are higher than ever, our
retention rate is high and we
have a 72 percent graduation
rate," he said. "This truly measures the quality of our students
and also our faculty."
Also, Clemson offers many
opportunities for individual
academic improvement, such as
tutoring for most classes, which
can prove to be a vital academic
tool for some students. Dr. M.
Elaine Richardson, head of the
Academic Support Center, feels
that the university's dedication
to improving student performance has a large impact on
recent success. "Clemson is one
big family," she said. "The students that do well commit to the
Clemson family and it shows."
Most students agree with
President
Barker and
Dr.
Richardson,
feeling
that
Clemson's continual improvement is important.
"I like to think I'm going
to one of the top schools in
the nation," freshman Sean
Domermuth said. "One of the
reasons I didn't go out of state
was because Clemson was
improving every year. It makes
me feel comfortable about my
education when my school is

CAT, PAGE A5

SEE

EXCEL, PAGE A5
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Correction
The Tiger regrets that in the
August 20 edition, in the
article "Posts function with
remote control" the most
exciting 25 seconds was
incorrectly referred to as the
most exciting 12 seconds in
football.

NatjonaJVje^^^
VP Rejects Gay Marriage Ban
In a campaign speech in Iowa, Vice
President Dick Cheney announced that
he does not support a Constitutional
ban on gay marriage. However, he does
support each state's right to decide
on its own whether or not to allow
homosexual unions. President Bush
has been very outspoken against gay
marriage, and Cheney has said that he
accepts Bush's views. Cheney has a
daughter who is an out-of-the closet
lesbian.

GlobalPerspective
Russian Planes Explode
Two Russian airliners exploded almost
simultaneously in midair over Russia
shortly after leaving the ground on
Tuesday. Both planes left Domodedovo
Airport within 40 minutes of each other
and crashed within three minutes of each
other. Despite denials from the Russian
Government, media organizations have
already pointed to Chechen rebels as
the cause. Rebel leaders have denied
any involvement. Evidence at the crash
sites suggests that the planes may have
broken up before hitting the ground.
Eighty-nine passengers and crew were
killed; the Russian government says
that all were Russian citizens. However,
the Israeli embassy says that two of its
citizens were on board one of the flights.

Israel Wins First Gold Medal
Gal Fridman has become the first
Olympic athlete from Israel to ever
win a gold medal. The 28-year-old
windsurfer won the men's Mistral (a
form of windsurfing) and promptly
dedicated his medal to the 11 Israeli
athletes and coaches who were killed
by Palestinian militants during the 1972
games in Munich, Germany. In the 12
Olympic Games that the country has
participated in since Israel's creation in
1948, it has only won one silver medal
and three bronzes.

NewsB^Numbei^
1.88
average cost, in dollars, of a gallon of
gas in the United States as of August 23.

800
lbs. of sewage dumped by the Dave
Matthews Band tour bus on a charter
boat this week in a Chicago river.

924
total number of medals won by athletes at the 2000 Sydney Olympic
Games.

41,000
primates used in scientific sudies in the
year 2001, some of which were used
repeatedly.
. .
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Study finds that sushi causes
serious health complications
JENNY MOLBERG

The Reveille (Louisiana State U.)

companies attempt to preserve and enhance
their food with MSG. Kentucky Fried
Chicken was said to exceed the legal limit
for adding MSG to their chicken, according
to www.msgtruth.org.
Randy Wong, manager of Ichiban Sushi

Bar & Japanese Grill in Baton Rouge, LA.,
said the restaurant uses "hon-dashi," or fish
stock, as a substitute.
He recommends ordering sushi without
seaweed or soy sauce; instead of a sushi
roll, try sashimi.

(U-WIRE) — Studies show the reason
sushi can become addictive is because of
the presence of MSG, a food enhancer that
proposes many health risks.
According to the organization NO MSG's
web site, MSG, or monosodium glutamate,
is used mainly in Oriental food to preserve
and enhance food, fools your brain into
thinking the food you are eating tastes
good.
It is a white, salt-like substance, many
times sprinkled on food to keep it tasting
fresh. MSG, which is made by the fermentation of starch, sugar cane or molasses, is a
glutamate, and abnormal amounts of glutamate can damage nerve cells in the brain.
Experts have found an addictive quality
in MSG, so many people find themselves
craving foods high in MSG after eating it
for the first time.
Since sushi restaurants have become a
recent fad, many people are consuming
more amounts of MSG than is healthy for
their diet.
Not only can MSG be addictive, but
research has also shown links between
MSG and Alzheimer's, Huntington's and
Parkinson's diseases, autism and ADHD in
children.
High amounts of MSG are found in soy
sauce, which is often used in Chinese food
or sushi.
Some people may experience nausea,
irregular heartbeat, vomiting or anxiety
after eating food that contains a lot of
MSG.
Many blame Oriental restaurants for DELICIOUSLY DANGEROUS: While becoming more popular among college students across the
misuse of MSG, but many other large food nation, sushi has the potential to harm those who eat it because of its high MSG content.

MNA BOOlHE'assistanl photo editor

Decision prohibits Muslim scholar
from teaching classes at Notre Dame
CLAIRE HEININGER

Johnson cited Section 221 (a) (3) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act, which
(U-WIRE) — Drawing a national spot- includes tightened immigration restrictions
light to the University of Notre Dame and under the post-September 11 USA Patriot
dealing a painful blow to the Kroc Institute Act but would not provide any additional
for Peace Studies, the State Department information.
has revoked the visa of Tariq Ramadan,
Ramadan's situation was kept silent
a prominent but controversial Muslim from the public while Notre Dame worked
scholar scheduled to begin teaching at to resolve it, University spokesman Matt
Notre Dame Tuesday.
Storin said.
Hired last spring to raise the profile
Ramadan previously taught at the
and diversify the curriculum of the Kroc College of Geneva and the University of
Institute, Ramadan was initially granted Fribourg in Switzerland.
a visa after passing a thorough investigaWhile Storin said the University did
tion by both the Department of Homeland anticipate possible delays in Ramadan's
Security and the State Department.
approval due to increased security
However, his permeasures
nationwide
mission to work in
— especially as pre-electhe United States was
tion buzz has centered on
revoked July 28 for reaterrorism alerts — the
sons not revealed to the i^Some people think
scholar's previous visits
University.
to the country, including
he's
insincere
and
he's
Homeland
Security
four visits to Notre Dame
spokesman Dean Boyd trying to import militant
for lectures and job interwould not comment on Islam into American
views, had been without
the specifics of the deciincident.
sion to bar Ramadan, a society, but obviously
As a European citizen,
Swiss citizen who had those of us on the faculty Ramadan travels freely
been scheduled to teach
across the Atlantic but
who supported his
Islamic philosophy and
has now been forbidethics beginning this fall appointment do not feel
den from accepting an
at Notre Dame.
this way. We certainly
appointment to work in
But Boyd said visas
the United States.
knew
that
he
is
a
are typically revoked
His tenured, chaired
when a noncitizen poses controversial figure, but
position at Notre Dame
a potential national secuwas to have formally
rity threat or a public that in itself didn't deter
begun in mid-August,
safety risk — two sugges- us because we judged
Storin said.
tions that the University him on the basis of his
"The fact that it was
immediately denied.
revoked at the 11 th hour
ideas}}
"We know of no reaseems like a calculated
son why he shouldn't be
political move by his
allowed in," Notre Dame
opponents," Kroc direcSCOTT APPLEBY
spokesman Matt Storin
tor Scott Appleby said.
said.
Kroc Director
Ramadan's opponents
"If we did, we wouldn't """^^~^~—
"^"^~"^~~ are in no short suphave hired him."
ply. Accused by Jewish
According to State
groups in France and the
Department, the Department of Homeland United States of spreading anti-Sematic
Security asked officials to "invalidate the and Islamic militant ideas, Ramadan
petition on which (Ramadan's) visa was stirred further debate following the news
based," said State Department press officer of his appointment at Notre Dame.
Darla Johnson.
•
• ■ •
With a reputation for engaging in intelThe Observer (Notre Dame)

lectual discourse with Muslim groups that
"aren't sold on the idea that democratic
societies that value freedom are consistent
with Islam," Appleby said his new hire
raised eyebrows — but never suspicions.
"Some people think he's insincere
and he's trying to import militant Islam
into American society, but obviously
those of us on the faculty who supported
his appointment do not feel this way,"
Appleby said.
"We certainly knew that he is a controversial figure, but that in itself didn't deter
us because we judged him on the basis of
his ideas."
These ideas, while not always popular
among Ramadan's peers, were always
"within range of reasonable academic discourse," Appleby said, praising Ramadan's
appetite for open dialogue between faiths.
"He encourages (Muslim groups) to enter
into and help shape democratic society,"
Appleby said. "He also wants 'Western'
societies to ... make room for and respect
religious practices and religious beliefs
that are not secular, are not Christian, are
not Jewish."
While Kroc Islamic scholar Rasheed
Omar serves as his immediate replacement in Islamic Ethics, a sophomore
seminar that was the sole course he was
scheduled to teach this semester, Ramadan
remains in limbo in Geneva, Switzerland,
Storin said.
He added that while the University has
made inquiries in Washington since the
visa was invalidated, there has been no
indication of when or how the situation
will be resolved.
However, Boyd noted that Ramadan has
the option to reapply and argue his case
with State Department officials. Appleby,
who spoke with Ramadan Tuesday but
could not provide an official comment
from the scholar, remained hopeful that he
would eventually arrive at Notre Dame.
"We ultimately have to have some faith
in the fairness of our system," Appleby
said. "At this point we're holding out for
that."
The Observer was unable to contact
Ramadan.
• Teresa Fralish contributed to this report.
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University plans for new tech requirement
Science, Technology and
Society to be added to
general ed. requirements.
ADAM THOMPSON

Staff Writer
In preparation for a new general
education requirement in "Science,
Technology and Society" that will
enter Clemson's curriculum next
fall, the University sponsored a lecture Monday by author Dr. David
J. Hess.
Hess, a professor in the Science
and Technology Studies program
at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
in New York, delivered his lecture
titled "Being both Pro- and AntiTechnology: Social Movements
and Food, Health and Information,"
to a crowd of students and faculty
interested in Clemson's fledgling
STS program. He also led a seminar
Tuesday for STS faculty.
In his talk, Hess defined some of
his research on social movements,
particularly those that mobilize in
reaction to implications of technological advancement, and on some
of the problems and concepts raised
by studies in science, technology
and society.
"There are various changes going
on in universities today that are
bringing about a more entrepreneurial approach to science," Hess
said during the lecture.
Hess stressed the relevance of a
Science, Technology and Society
curriculum, saying "This 'triple
helix' is the new structure of university, industry, government part-

nerships. This is shaping the way
knowledge is produced."
Science and Technology Studies
programs are relatively new and
aim to provide a space for the
discussion of the impact science
and society have on one another,
Hess said. These programs tie
together traditionally disparate
fields of study and find middle
ground between extremist positions that say scientific conflicts
are irreconcilable or that science
should advance without regard for
consequences.
Because of funding difficulties,
"research universities are increasingly driven to focus on high-technology areas of research. The social
sciences and humanities are also
called upon to contribute to these
areas of strategic growth," Hess
said, illustrating a way the sciences and humanities are working
together in university settings.
Hess also presented students with
some examples from his research
that applies STS principles to current situations. He has studied,
among other social movements,
protests in Europe in the last decade
over the proliferation of genetically
modified foods.
"There is a long history of opposition to industrial agriculture," he
said. This kind of opposition, he has
found, is often paired with advocacy for an alternative. In the case
of genetically modified foods, the
alternative is organic agriculture.
People in the STS world are currently looking at whether there will
be similar mobilization against the
quickly burgeoning field of nano-

technology, Hess said.
Hess offered words of encouragement to those interested in STS at
Clemson: "Clemson is not alone in
this ... This is happening across the
country, and I think it bodes well
for new, interdisciplinary collaborations between the sciences, engineering and technical professions
and the liberal arts professions."
In addition to Rensselaer,
Clarkson, UC-Davis and the
University of Virginia have also
adjusted their curricula to include
STS.
Currently, Clemson offers only
a minor with a few courses in
Science, Technology and Society.
However, history professor Pamela
Mack said Tuesday that interest
is growing, especially with the
implementation of the new general
education requirement.
"I've gotten a lot of response
from the faculty — more than I
expected," she said.
As part of a new general education curriculum, starting in the fall
of 2005, Clemson students will
need to take one course under the
"Science, Technology and Society"
heading. Mack said there is talk of
introducing an STS major.
"No one's quite sure how this is
going to work," Mack said, but "it
has some potential for Clemson."
Dan Lassiter, a freshman political
science major from Greenville, was
one of the students attending Hess'
lecture representing both science
and humanities departments.
"I'm very interested in the political implications of science and
technology," he said. "I would

definitely take a class in Science,
Technology and Society, especially
when it considers the effects of
taking a certain action or using a
certain product."
Hess' lecture was the first in a
series that Mack said is intended "to
inform and get people excited about

Science, Technology and Society."
The next lecture in the STS series
will be Tuesday, Sept. 21 in the Self
Auditorium in the Strom Thurmond
Institute on campus. Terry Collins,
Director of the Institute for Green
Oxidation Chemistry at Carnegie
Mellon, will speak.

'assistant photo editor

TECH TALK: Dr. David Hess presents his take on Science, Technology and
Society to a crowd in the SelfAuditorium of the Strom Thurmond Institute.

West Union elects Rockets aid weather research
graduate mayor
Clemson 2003 graduate
elected mayor of West
Union, South Carolina.
RACHEL RHYNE

Staff Writer
Josh Roberts' life has changed
greatly since graduation last
December, especially in the past
four months. While most graduates
were moving into the fields they
had studied for four .years, Roberts
was shaking hands with everyone
he could in West Union, South
Carolina, the town that would later
elect him the youngest mayor in the
state at age 23.
Roberts found out about the
job from a college friend who
read an advertisement for mayoral
candidates in the local West Union
newspaper. Surprised to hear that
not even the incumbent mayor had
yet filed for the position, Roberts
took his friend's advice and decided
to get his political career rolling.
"The basis of democracy is to
have a choice, and that is what I
wanted to give the people of West
Union," said Roberts. This town of
less than 300 people had been served
by many of the same government
officials for years, and Roberts felt
that the least he could do by running
was encourage people to run against
him. He hoped this would stir up
some change for what he believed
was becoming a stagnant town.
"Once I was elected, I realized
that a lot of people had doubts.
Non-voters in particular felt I was
just a kid who would blow things
off. I think I've already begun to
change minds by working so hard,"
explained Roberts.
Working hard has led to great
accomplishments for Roberts with
the nearby town of Walhalla. Ever
since a railroad was put through
West Union rather than Walhalla

WEEKLY
BARKERiSfTI...

during the Civil War, there has been
animosity. This only increased
when a 40-year-old water contract
between the towns was lost in
the 1950s. Roberts took on this
issue early in his term as he felt a
more secure water situation would
bring in additional industry for
West Union. Within four months
Roberts received a new proposal by
Walhalla, a goal no other mayor in
50 years had been able to obtain.
Politics had not always been
Roberts' goal. At Clemson, Roberts
studied English, not Political
Science. Yet, many of his extracurricular activities suggest that he has
always been a leader; he was president of the Phi Alpha Delta pre-law
fraternity and was active in both the
College Republicans and Alpha Phi
Omega.
Roberts speaks fondly of his
activities at Clemson, but he attributes his new-found political goals
to his mentor, Clemson Mayor Larry
Abernathy. The two met during an
Educational Counseling course
that Abernathy taught at Clemson.
Roberts said that Abernathy always
made time for him, even if it was
just to chat.
"Larry Abernathy is an inspiration. I hope that I can work
hard enough to be something like
him one day," Roberts described.
Roberts saw in Abernathy what
politics could really be, a way to
truly help people.
This relationship has become
even more important for Roberts
now, as he looks to Abernathy as
a springboard for ideas. Since
Abernathy became mayor at a
young age as well — age 28 — he
understands a lot of what Roberts is
facing.
"There are some drawbacks to
being a young mayor, because it is
hard to fully understand the system.
On the other hand, it is a job that
requires a lot of energy, and young
people have that," said Abernathy.

disruptions.
Caroline Yount, a second
year physics student, went to
the Marshall Islands for three
weeks. While she was there she
helped set up six different camJULIE LEDBETTER
eras on four different island sites
Staff Writer
for the team.
Tri Methyl Aluminum (TMA)
While most students return
to classes, some University was attached to the rockets and
faculty and students are nine deployed after the rockets were
degrees above the equator on launched.
The
camthe Kwajalein
eras set up by
Atoll located
Yount
were
in the Marshall
^___ used to film
Islands,
perthe TMA trails
forming exper66It's the perfect
produced by
iments to find
a better way to place for NASA to go
the
rockets,
which
will
forecast weath- and launch the rockets
allow
the
er in space.
researchers
Physics because it's so close to
there to find
professor Dr. the equator and it's out in
out the wind
Miguel Larsen
left Clemson at the middle of nowhere.
speeds at different
altithe end of July They can launch these
tudes.
with six under- rockets into the ocean
Disruptions
graduates, two
in the ionograduate stu- and they aren't bothering
sphere occur
dents and fac- anybody. 99
as a result of
ulty to launch
several factors
fourteen rockincluding the
ets throughout
CAROLINE YOUNT
shape of the
August
and
Sophomore physics major
earth's magSeptember.
netic field and
So far, the
activity on the
group
has
sun.
launched six
"The result
rockets in an
is that there
effort to learn
more about disruptions that are are large disturbances in the
occurring in the upper atmo- electrical current systems in the
sphere above the equator, known atmosphere at altitudes from
approximately 60 miles to well
as the ionosphere.
They will launch eight more over 700 miles above the earth's
rockets before returning at the surface," Larsen said in a press
end of September.
The release.
These disturbances are apparstudents are enrolled in varying areas of study including ently due to their effect on radio
mechanical, electrical and com- communications, satellite computer engineering, computer sci- munication, communication with
spacecraft and GPS navigation.
ence and physics.
They have been working with Being able to predict when and
equipment used for tracking the how severely these disturbances
rockets and for gaining informa- will occur is a major goal for
tion on the areas surrounding the space science.

Physics students fire rockets
to learn more about the
science of space.

This project, known as EQUIS
2
(Equatorial
Ionospheric
Study), was proposed to NASA
four years ago by Larsen and
includes investigators from
Cornell University, Penn State
and the University of Illinois.
NASA funded the rockets,
which have multiple experiments attached, including the
TMA.
Foreign investigators from
Germany, Austria, Denmark and
Peru are involved in the project
as well.
Finding a location for this
project was not easy. There are
only a few rocket ranges near the
equator that are appropriate for
launching scientific rockets.
The facilities located on the
Kwajalein Atoll were a perfect
match since they frequently support missile launches and missile tests.
"It's the perfect place for
NASA to go and launch the
rockets because it's so close to
the equator and it's out in the
middle of nowhere. They can
launch these rockets into the
ocean and they aren't bothering
anybody," says Yount.
Not only is this a good opportunity for the students such as
Yount to work on a research
project on the other side of
the world, but Larsen said in
the press release that this rare
opportunity will produce many
benefits for the scientific community as well.
"Because of the resources
required to carry out such a campaign, including the extensive
planning, the logistical problems
and the cost, the measurements
that will be made during the next
two months literally represent a
once-in-a-decade
opportunity
after many years of planning,
with the pay-off being new
scientific measurements and
the opportunity to test existing
theories and develop new ones,"
Larsen said.

"Every year we produce logistics about the scale of the D-Day invasion when we produce the course catalog. " 08/24/2004
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Mr. Rob Carey is a lecturer in political science and a chairman of the Anderson County
Republican Party. He is also a doctoral student
in the Policy Studies Program at Clemson.

Dr. Robert W. Smith is an assistant
professor of political science and faculty
advisor to the Clemson Democrats.

—iir-iic-rT-i

People of goodwill disagree about international representative working
whether America should have gone to with the Iraqi government.
war in Iraq, but having gone to war, we
America needs to train Iraqi security
cannot afford to fail at peace. We cannot forces that can actually provide secuallow a failed state in Iraq that inevitably rity for the Iraqi people. This is a task
would become a haven for terrorists and we must do in partnership with other
a destabilizing force in the Middle East. nations, not just our own.
As a first step, we must create a stable
The challenges in Iraq are great, but the
and secure environment in Iraq. To do opportunity is also significant. We will
this right we must truly internationalize meet those challenges, win the peace in
both politically and militarily: we cannot Iraq and help to create new hope and
depend on a U.S.-only presence.
opportunity for the entire Middle East.
We must build a coalition of countries,
including the other permanent members Source: Democratic Party Platform language:
http://a9.g.akamai.net/7/9/8082/v001/
of the U.N. Security Council. Secondly, www.democrats.org/pdfs/2004platform.pdf
_„
we need to create an international High
Commissioner to serve as the senior

"Although stockpiles of weapons
have not been found, America was
right to go into Iraq, and America is
safer today because we did. America
has removed an enemy, who had the
capability of producing weapons of
mass destruction, and could have passed
that capability or weapons to terrorists
bent on acquiring them ... that was a
risk America could not afford to take."
http://www.georgewbush.com/NationalSecurity/
Read.aspix?ID-2940

"SOTj^
No one political party or even
any individual American citizen
has a monopoly on patriotism or support for our troops.
Disagreements are not unpatriotic or unsupportive; they are
part of American Democracy.
Whether the basis for America's
entry into the war was misrepresented or a mistake, the
Democratic Party and Senator
John Kerry want a successful

resolution to the conflict in Iraq.
Most Democrats support the
position that American troops
should withdraw from Iraq as
expeditiously as possible within
the parameters set forth above.
The bottom line is that Iraq is
not just America's problem and
we must pursue an international
solution that allows the United
States military to downsize its
presence in Iraq.

I believe that the War in Iraq
began with good intentions,
but eventually became nothing
more than one man's desperate
attempt to prove himself to be an
effective president who would
be remembered long after his
time was up. In my opinion,
Bethany Pelletier George Bush's time has been
up for a while now. He claims
in the debates and sound bites that the War in Iraq
was a choice that he stands by and intends to follow
through on. But when the choice one makes affects
so many people and involves so much more than
Bush trying to appear as the stalwart FDR of the
21 st century, it must depend upon more than an
attempt to "finish what we started." Bush's foreign
policy very much affects my choice in the upcoming
election. Not that the alternatives are very attractive,
but they appeal more to me than living through
another four years in which who knows whom or
what country we might attack next.

Saddam Hussein was a very
bad man — no one disagrees
with that. While no direct link
between Hussein and the 9/11
attack has been found, the 9/11
Commission has determined
that there was a connection
between Hussein and Al Qaeda,
and we further know that he
was an active supporter of
Palestinian terror organizations.

I do not
approve of
U.S. military
action in
Stefan Locklair
Iraq; however,
once military action is taken,
the country should stay behind
its soldiers. How each candidate
supports U.S. troops influences
my vote more than the candidate
stating, in hindsight, whether or
not he would have started the
war.

Moreover, Hussein refused for
years to cooperate with U.N.
inspectors.
President Bush
chose to take action rather than
wait for a nuclear, chemical or
biological attack on our soil
to prove that Hussein still had
WMDs. Even without stockpiles of weapons, Hussein was
a threat to the United States, our
allies and to his own people.

r'^ \

I totally
disapprove of the
War in Iraq. I feel
Tom Cokins
that America has
gone far beyond
what it needed to do, and it is
time to call off the war. Our
military is fighting for a cause
that I'm sure many of them do
not even support. My vote has
been influenced in that I will
be voting for Kerry.

Next week's topic: "How would you grade the current state of the
economy? Which candidate's economic policies do you believe would
help the economy more, and how will this influence you vote?" E-mail
responses (100-150 words) to News@thetigernews.com
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ranked high nationally."
"When I graduate from school
and I sit down for a job interview, I'm going to feel confident about my Clemson degree,
especially knowing that they are
ranked nationally," said junior
Sean Doig.
U.S. News and World Report
bases their rankings on a certain
set of criteria which includes student SAT scores, faculty salaries,
graduation rates and overall academic reputation. The magazine
ranks a total of 268 universities
throughout the country, many of

CAT
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which accentuate research.
But, rankings are not what
make Clemson such a great
school according to some students.
"Yes, I think it's pretty cool
going to a school that keeps
improving nationally, but that's
not why I'm at Clemson"
sophomore Nick Hassig said. "I
wouldn't change my opinion if
the rankings didn't get any better ... I'm going to Clemson
because it's a great all around
university — rankings or no
rankings."

FROM PAGE A1

transportation between social
activities and various living areas
in the Clemson community."
In addition to Clemson, the
CAT system serves three other
schools — Anderson College,
Tri-County Tech and Southern
Wesleyan University — as part
of the 4-U Transit route. Other
routes include blue, green, red and
orange, which can be found on a
map located on CAT's website at
www.catbus.com.

Babinicz met with the leading college and university transit officials
in America at the Transportation
and University Communities
Conference in Austin, Texas, this
past June. Babinicz participated in
a dialogue of best practices and
successful operations of transit and
parking on university campuses. "I
have learned that successful colleges and Universities also have
successful public transportation
systems," he said.

Interested in writing
for The Tiger? Contact
Isaiah at 656-4006 for
more information.
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Freshmen class maintains
high quality, expands
For the third straight year,
freshmen score, on average
over 1200 on the SAT.
HEATHER D0WELL

Staff Writer

This school year (2004-2005),
Clemson is ranked thirty-second
among public doctoral-granting universities, according to the
magazine's annual "America's Best
Colleges" issue.
Other honors Clemson has
received, such as the Time magazine
award and Clemson's athletic successes provide additional positive
exposure, resulting in an increased
awareness of the quality of Clemson,
both for an education and for a
positive college experience. William
Smith, a freshman architectural
major, first heard of Clemson on
ESPN's College Game Day. "I had
heard of Clemson before because
of the football team. When I started
looking for colleges, I remembered
Clemson and wanted to go visit
because I had also heard they had
one of the best architectural programs in the South. I was also looking at Michigan, Cornell, Georgia
Tech and UVA, but I knew I liked
Clemson the best after I visited. I

wanted to go to a good architectural school, but I also wanted to be
able to enjoy my college years and
have fun. Clemson was the place."
"We're pleased to be ranked among
the nation's top public universities,"
said Clemson President James F.
Barker in a statement released earlier this year. "It is an indication that
we're making progress toward a goal
that will yield significant benefits for
our students and the state.
Jessica Coleman, a freshman
pre-vet major accepted in February,
entered Clemson expecting challenging classes and preparing
herself for long hours spent studying. With her first week under her
belt, she commented, "My classes
are overwhelming but interesting.
I really have to study to stay on
top. Clemson was my first choice
because it has one of the best handson pre-vet programs in the state. I
took an internship class and worked
in a vet's office in high school in
preparation to attend Clemson."

Clemson University's newest
batch of freshmen is living up to
the increasingly rigid standards of
admission requirements. The class
of 2008 boasts some of the top students from across the state as well
as the nation. Forty percent of this
years' enrolled freshmen graduated
in the top ten percent of their high
school class. The average SAT score
is 1204, comparable to last year's
average. For Clemson, this marks
the third year in a row that an incoming freshmen class has had average
SAT score higher then 1200.
Clemson's higher standards are
being met head-on with an increasingly large and competitive pool of
applicants. Approximately 2,980
freshmen enrolled this fall, along
with an estimated 700 transfer students. This number is up from last
Clemson Freshman Enrollment
year's freshmen enrollment of 2,796,
chosen from of an applicant pool of
over 11,000 students. The fall of
2002 saw 2,542 freshmen enrolled.
2004
Despite heightened selectivity and
elevated expected quality, freshmen
2980 M
enrollment is at its highest. Since
1996, freshman applictions have
increased by 32 percent.
To maintain this high quality that
Clemson students and parents alike
have come to treasure, the university
will even more carefully manage
enrollment starting next fall. The
goal for next year's freshmen class
is 2,600, down thirteen percent from
this year's class.
Clemson itself is moving up in GROWTH: Over 2900 freshmen join Clemson this year, along with 700
the ranks of academic distinction. transfer students, the largest freshmen class in several years.

Source: Clemson University
JUSTIN AMES graphic

What's New in Dining Services?
Canteen
-

New seating featuring booths and tall tables
Miso Grill featuring rice bowls, potstickers, eggrolls, and stir fry
Qalad Garden featuring a salad bar priced by the ounce
New televisions for your enjoyment

Schilletter

Snax&Stax

- New bakery
featuring a
variety of breads
and desserts

- New convenience
store located on
the 4th floor of
Cooper Library

...about Chili's Too, located in
the Union and late night dining at
the Hendrix Center on Friday and
Saturday until 3 a.m.!
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Drug usage mars Olympics
University professor studies
effects ofillegal drug usage on
the Olympic Games.
KATHERINE DUPRE

Staff Writer
The following are arrests that were made by the
Clemson University police department from Wednesday,
August 17 to Wednesday, August 25.
August 17
2:12 a.m., Curtis Grown, public disorderly conduct, Sikes Hall, officer:
Hughey
4:43 a.m., Nicholas Schroth, public disorderly conduct, Byrnes Hall,
officer: Hughey
August 18
1:23 a.m., Brent Carey, driving while under the influence, Hwy. 76,
officer: Hogue
August 19
5:04 a.m., Phillip Ashe, driving while suspended, Old Stadium Road,
officer: Hughey
9:48 p.m., John Laura, unlawful possession of a firearm, public
disorderly conduct: drunk, N G Armory, officer: Miller
August 20
1:56 a.m., John Corey Mavis, driving while under the influence, driving
while suspended, Hwy. 76, officer: Hogue
4:17 a.m., Moses Veracruz, driving while under the influence, Hwy. 93,
officer: Lyle
11:34 p.m., Jennifer Levasseur, public disorderly conduct: drunk,
Johnstone A, officer: Lyle
August 21
2:33 a.m., Marisa Serrat, public disorderly conduct: drunk, Bryan Mall,
officer: Lyle

busted using drugs, and instills
confidence in the viewers that
officials are trying to preserve the
integrity of the competition."
In other words, the media is
trying to dissuade athletes from
future drug use by showcasing the
steep consequences of their fellow
athletes' actions. Unfortunately,
Denham added, "athletes will do
whatever it takes to win." They
won't heed the previous failed
attempts, and the problem continues.
A surprising new drug now
appearing in many athletes' drug
tests is Albuterol, a common ingredient in many asthma patients'
inhalers. Albuterol contains steroids that are designed to open
airways during an asthma attack.
Veterinarians began testing
cattle with this drug and noticed
distinctly bulging muscles where
the animals had received the injections. Athletes read of the study
through various medical journals,
and soon more and more began
searching for the drug on the black
market.
This is nothing new, though.
Athletes have been using illegal drugs for decades. In 1967,
the Olympic Committee and the
Cycling Union joined together to

try to put a stop to the drug use,
a step which Denham notes was
desperately needed.
"Cyclists would use speed
balls," he said, "which were a mixture of heroine and cocaine. That's
how far they'll go."
They'll also go as far as crossing the border to find their stash
of drugs. Under the pretense of
training, some athletes travel to
cities like Tijuana, Mexico, where
open-air markets offer a plentiful
supply of drugs and pharmacists
will quietly fill even the most suspicious prescriptions.
While the media is quick to
report when athletes are sent home,
the public rarely hears about how
athletes obtain drugs in the first
place. The source of the problem is
hardly ever publicly investigated,
only the end consequences.
Johnson is just one athlete to
be disqualified for drug use. CNN
reported that as of last Thursday,
two female wrestlers had been sent
home, one for the use of anabolic
steroids and one for diuretics.
Johnson lost his gold medal
and his place in Olympic history
over the ordeal. Yet as hard as the
media has tried to warn future athletes with his bad example, he is
not alone.

At the 1988 Seoul Olympics,
Canadian speed demon Ben
Johnson became the fastest man
ever to run the 100-meter dash
when he raced across the finish
line in 9.79 seconds. Canadians
were proud to call the fastest man
who ever lived one of their own.
All bliss turned into humiliation
and disgrace after Olympic officials stripped Johnson of his gold
medal. Traces of steroids had been
found in his urine tests.
It's called "sport doping," and
many say it is tearing down the
integrity of the Olympic Games
from the inside. In their search
for gold glory, athletes look for
any drug that will enhance their
performance, no matter what the
cost. Consequences include being
stripped of medals, long-term
health risks and even death. But
the problem continues.
In preparation for the 2004
Summer Olympics in Athens, CBS
News reported that approximately
3,000 athletes were tested for performance-enhancing substances.
This year, 12 athletes were found
to have such substances in their
bodies, including anabolic steroids, diuretics and stimulants.
These drugs can minimize pain,
build up muscle, reduce blood
pressure and boost water retention
to aid weight gain.
The media has played a large
part in revealing this darker side
of the Games.
Professor Bryan Denham of
the
Communication
Studies
department has spent eight years
researching and analyzing how the
media portrays drug use in sports.
"The media has had a positive influence," Denham said. "It DRUGS: Recent drug and steroid charges have caused some to worry about
shows athletes that have gotten the integrity of the Olympics.

JUSTIN AMES'grahics

2:38 a.m., Stephen Lowry, simple possession of marijuana, Mauldin
Hall, officer: Felton
August 22
2:54 a.m., Brandon Mellin, public disorderly conduct: drunk, Ft. Hill
Street, officer: Felton
August 23
3:32 a.m., Joshua Horsmon and Zachary Moore, simple possession of
marijuana, Botanical Gardens, officer: Owen

ALL STUDENTS,
FACULTY, ARID
RECEIVE A 10%

Crime Report

The following calls were among those that Clemson University police
responded to from Wednesday, August 18 to Wednesday, August 25.
August 19
10:49 p.m., driving while suspended, officer: Schutt
April 20
12:31 a.m., minor in possession, fake ID, officer: Hogue
12:49 a.m., minor in possession, officer: Lyle

WITH THEIR
CLEMSON
UNIVERSITY ID.

fcgS

August 25
2:19 a.m., handicap parking, officer: Owen

icer
Offi^V"^J^!f^

■wf I arrest
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5

These are the running tallies
of each officer's c~~
arrests since
5 arrests August 18, 2004.

Felton if if

Owen

Hogue if if

Hughey
Lyle
Owen
Simpson

Hughey
Lyle

if if if

Miller

if

PREVENTIVE CORE FOB MY CAR.
PEACE OF MIND FOR ME.

if
Offer valid at:
550 Old Greenville Highway, Clemson - 864-654-1775
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-5pm
Remember, we have free fluid top-offs.
www.vioc.com

©20CWV3lvOIine InstanI Oil Change
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HELPWANTED

Paris Hilton...
is in his new video- do you want to
be next? Won G "The Haiti Boy's"
Caught Up In A Rapture is at the
top of the video charts, and now he's
looking for new stars. You can be
a part of Won G's new CD Release
Promotion 4-6 hours before home
football games and win a featured
spot in his new video. In the process,
you will earn daily cash! Go to
www.promogirl.com and click the
Won G/Paris Hilton link for more
information.

Monday - Friday
9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

By Phone: (864) 656-2150
By Fax: (864) 656-4772
By Email: classified@thetigernews.com
In Person: 315 Hendrix Center

12 p.m. Tuesday

Students:
Other:

15 cents/word
30 cents/word

Payment Methods
Cash, Check

315 Hendrix Center
Clemson, SC 29634

Spring Break 2005 with STS,
America's #1 Student Tour Operator.
Hiring campus reps. Call for group
discounts. Info/Reservations 1-800648-4849 www.ststravel.com <http:
//www.ststravel.com>
Football Promotions!
$ 10/hr & up + bonuses.
In stadium credit card promotions at
Clemson home football games. Send
info to
resumes@approvedpromotions.net
with Clemson in subject line. Emails
preferred. (678)758-2193.
www.approvedpromotion.net

(864) 656-2150 • classifiecl@TheTigerNews.com
NOW HIRING!
Club Maui in Anderson is now hiring
for the following positions: bartender,
cocktail servers, shot girls, door guys,
& cooks. Call Eric: 864-940-4631

HI]

All cash vending route for
sale. 50 high traffic locations.
$36,000 annual income. Cost
$5,000 1-800-568-1392 or
www.vendingthatworks.com

Two bedroom apartment.
1.5 bath. Pool.
Partially furnished. $500 month.
Call 864-423-8660.

FORSALE

Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo
1993. Red. 6 cylinder, automatic,
Selec-Trac 4 wheel drive, 4 wheel
ABS, air, tape deck, roof rack,
towing hooks, armored gas tank,
trailer hitch & wiring harness.
Good condition. One owner. Well
maintained. Contact: 650-0651 or
654-4188

EVENTS
FORRENT
APARTMENT FOR RENTCLEMSON COURT II.
5-min walk to campus. Pool, w/d,
dishwasher, garage, wireless internet. Call Geoff 803-429-8651.

SKYDIVE! tandem skydive
or learn to jump on your own.
www.JumpRaeford.com 910-9040000. Contact us today for details.

Have something that you would like to
sell? Try Tiger classifieds — 25 cents a
word for students and 50 cents a word for
non-students. Give us a call at 656-2150.
KtOtAKi/H
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needed.
The President also emphasized
the effect that the research initiative
would have on a Clemson undergraduate degree.
"Think about the marketability that
would add to your degree," he said.
"It's going to put Clemson's graduates in a very different category than
they've ever been in."
According to Barker, Clemson is
the perfect size for such an initiative.
A small liberal arts school, he said,
wouldn't have the research capability for the project. The professors at
such schools are very student-oriented
and don't concentrate too much on
research.
In that same vein, larger Universities
would not be able to carry out the
project either. The professors at these
schools are very research-oriented
and would not be able to interact with
students on such a small scale. Barker
also added that the logistics of such
an operation with a larger university
would be a nightmare.
Clemson, having around 17,000
students, is the perfect size for Helms'
initiative, he said.
"Clemson is the right size and we
have the right disposition to have
faculty working with students in small
groups," he explained. "Every year
we produce logistics about the scale of
the D-Day invasion when we produce
the course catalog. This should be
easier than that." The signup process
would be somewhat similar to course
registration as well.
Barker envisions a system in which
freshmen could "shop around" online
for topics that professors post on a
website. Once all of the students had
applied, the professors would then
choose among the students to help
them on their project
If students finished their section of
the research project before their three
years were complete, they would be
returned to the pool to choose another
project.
According to Barker, the project
is "still in the idea stage" and will be

implemented in 2005.
Some experimenting with the program will be carried out in the spring
of this academic year. These tests will
determine how much time, money
and effort will be needed to put into
each project. In the light of the recent
double-digit tuition increase, Barker
assured that tuition would not have to
be increased to fund this new project.
The administration has determined
three effective ways of paying for the
research. One way to pay would be
more frequent fundraising events,
specifically for this endeavor.
Another way to increase available
funds would be to find industrial
grants. According to Barker, Clemson
can propose research projects that
would benefit various industrial companies; the companies would then
fund the projects.
A third possibility to increase
available funds is to reallocate internal expenses. In other words, some
programs would be cut, downsized or
underfunded for a temporary period to
get the research projects started.
The University just completed a
$7.2 million internal reallocation to
minimize the tuition increase.
Barker pointed out that the project
was not far enough down the road to
know exactly how much the overall
cost will be; ideally, he would like
for the University to be able to provide resources to the various research
teams.
The President remained adamant
that cost should not jeopardize this
initiative.
"It's not something cost should
keep us from doing," he said.
Barker remained optimistic about
what the project could accomplish.
"Imagine, 1,000 teams every day
out there doing something," he said. "It
would be totally different from being
in the classroom or even the laboratory. Everybody would be engaged.
It would make the University much
more distinctive. It's a powerful idea,
but it needs some work."

Bands tour for politics
BRIDGET CAREY
Independent Florida Alligator
(U. Florida)
(U-WIRE) — University of Florida
alumnus Jason Jordan, 23, has been
to three Dave Matthews Band concerts and owns practically all of the
band's albums. But his pick-up truck,
decorated with three pro-Bush stickers, won't be seen near the Stephen
C. O'Connell Center, where the band
will play with Ben Harper and Jurassic
5 on Oct. 8.
The bands will be taking part in
one of two musical tours urging
Gainesville residents to vote against
President Bush.
Seventeen groups are participating
in the Vote for Change tour organized
by MoveOn.org, a left-leaning group
working to get Democratic nominee
John Kerry elected.
All proceeds will go to America
Coming Together, a grassroots organization working to promote progressive issues and defeat Bush.
"Everyone's entitled to their
opinion," said Jordan, who was
once the treasurer of the UF College
Republicans. "The only thing I have
a problem with is the way in which
certain artists are trying to use their
celebrity status as a way of trying to
more or less force their views upon
other people."
But not all Republicans are boycotting the show. Accounting senior Mike
Lemus, a Bush supporter, still plans to
attend.
"I want to go to the concert strictly
to see Dave Matthews Band," he said.
"Hopefully, most of the people have
already made up their mind as to who
they're going to vote for."
UF political science associate professor Daniel Smith said he doesn't
believe the concerts will sway the
majority of voters.
Smith pointed out that musicians
who express their political opinions

is nothing new, citing Woodstock and
Vietnam-era music. This time, however, musicians are getting directly
involved by raising funds, he said.
Vote for Change is not the only
politically outspoken tour with
musical talent visiting Gainesville.
PunkVoter.com, a Web site for a
progressive coalition of musicians, is
participating in Rock Against Bush
tours all over the nation beginning in
September.
Gainesville's own Hot Water Music
is one of the 127 bands supporting
PunkVoter.com. The list includes Blink
182, Foo Fighters, Good Charlotte,
Less Than Jake, New Found Glory,
The Offspring and Yellowcard.
The band's bassist Jason Black said
the group is anti-Bush but primarily
wants to encourage audiences to vote.
"I would like to get people to exercise their right to vote at a bottom

level, even if we changed their minds
for better or for worse," Black said.
UF College Democrats President
Ketsia Julmeus said Dave Matthews
Band could have an even greater
influence on turnout. "Everyone in
UF knows who Dave Matthews is,"
he said.
Tait Sye, the communications
director of America Coming Together
in Florida, said the Vote for Change
shows are not "bash Bush" concerts.
The tours plan to show the differences
between the candidates, he said.
But Gator Republicans President
Anthony Ramos said the audience
might be limited because Bush advocates may feel alienated.
"A lot of Republicans are going to
want to go to the concert to relax, but
they might not want to go if they are
forced to listen to anti-Bush rhetoric,"
Ramos said.

SCOOTER REPAIR
Eddie Pennebaker
404 Rock Creek Rd.
Clemson, SC 29631
654-7209

e-mail eddiepen@bellsouth.net
NOW SELLING
NEW
SCOOTERS BY
«_
engine, tire, and body repair
pick up and delivery available
one-year warranty on new scooters
locally owned and operated
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Tigers bask in high expectations
Anderson looks to lead
Lady Tigers into national
contention.
MIKE GILL

Staff Writer
Many Clemson students and
fans alike might be surprised to
hear which fall sports team has the
highest preseason national ranking.
Men's soccer or football might be
the logical guess to that question,
especially when considering the
success each team had towards
the end of last season. However,
it is Todd Bramble's women's soccer team, ranked 12th by Soccer
America, who may have the best
chance to be a major competitor on
the national scene.
Bramble's Lady Tigers come into
this season returning nine starters
and touting one of the finest recruiting classes in the nation. The Tigers
finished last season with an 11-7-2
record. Combining that with a third
place ACC finish and an NCAA
tournament berth, the expectations
are justifiably high.
Junior Jenny Anderson remarks,
"Every year our team wants to contend for an ACC and National title.
I think that because of the returning
players that we have, we have a better understanding of what it's going
to take to contend for those titles."
Among those returning players are
last year's two leading scorers,
midfielders Courteney Foster and
Allison Graham. Those two combined for 52 points last season and

are poised to lead the offense once
again for the Tigers. They'll get
help putting the ball in the net from
returning forwards Kelly Schneider
and Paige Ledford. Schneider and
Ledford combined for 22 points last
year and are a great compliment to
the team's other leading scorers.
Anchoring the defense will
be Junior Jenny Anderson. As a
Freshman, Anderson was named
to the Soccerbuzz.com Freshmen
All-American team and to the ACC
All-Freshmen team.
Anderson's season was cut short
by injury last year, and there is no
doubt she's ready to get back on the
field to help lead the Tigers towards
a successful season. One of the few
starters lost off last year's team was
goalkeeper Lauren Whitt. She had
an outstanding season and will no
doubt be missed.
Helping ease the loss of Whitt
will be two members of Coach Todd
Bramble's outstanding recruiting
class. "We have an incredible freshmen class," Anderson says. "Both
goalkeepers, Ashley Phillips and
Lauren Johnston have bright futures
here at Clemson." Coach Bramble
undoubtedly enjoys hearing that
kind of confidence coming from
one of the anchors of his defense.
Clemson will once again be playing one of the toughest schedules in
the country. Along with navigating
the always treacherous ACC schedule, the Tigers will be traveling to
Texas at the end of this week to take
on both Texas and Texas A&M.
SEE

JENNY,

PAGE
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TIGER SCHEDULE
FRIDAY 8/27

Women's Soccer vs. University of Texas - Austin, TX
- 7:30 p.m.
SUNDAY8/29

Women's Soccer vs. Texas
A&M- College Station, TX
- 7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY 9/1

Men's Soccer vs. Lipscomb
- Clemson, S.C. - 7:00 p.m.
Women's Volleyball vs. Western Carolina - Clemson, S.C.
- 7:00 p.m.

SPORTS SHORTS

CLEARANCE: Defender Jenny Anderson clears a ball in a game against
South Carolina last season. Anderson will lead the Lady Tigers this year.

Clemson
hopes for
healthy fall

Stuckey brings plenty of
talent to receiving corps
Sophomore quarterbackturned receiver looks to give
offense ajolt.
DANIEL TAYLOR

Staff Writer
Although he saw limited action
last year as a backup quarterback,
newly converted wide receiver
Chansi Stuckey is expected to be
one of the most exciting players
this fall. In his best game last
year at Wake Forest, Stuckey
came off the bench in the fourth
quarter to complete nine passes

for 71 yards and run four times
for 34 yards. He also threw the
only two Clemson touchdowns of
the game. Against South Carolina,
Stuckey was the leading rusher
as he amassed 77 yards and a
TD off merely six carries. Both
games combined gave Clemson
fans a glimpse of his playmaking
ability. During the off-season, the
coaches felt that his athletic talent
would best serve the team at wide
receiver. Without complaint, he has
made the switch.
The potential of Stuckey at
receiver has Clemson fans eager.
Coming out of high school, the

RUNNING WILD: Redshirt sophomore Chansi Stuckey finds the hole in
Clemson s 63-17 thrashing of South Carolina last season.

5'11", 175-pound jitterbug received
offers to play receiver for many
esteemed programs such as Florida
and Tennessee. Stuckey hails
from Warner-Robins High School
in Georgia, where he received a
four-star billing from recruiting
analysts. With his escape ability
and elusiveness, Tiger fans hope
that he can fill Derrick Hamilton's
role as a big play threat by getting
yards after the catch.
In the season opener, Clemson
will face a traditionally weak team
in Wake Forest, but the Demon
Deacons are not an assured victory
as in years past (clearly displayed
in last year's 45-17 drubbing of
the Tigers). "We take them like
any other team. We have got to
prepare for them. They are a good
football team. They have a good
defense, and a pretty good offense.
We don't really want to have a
revenge thing. We just want to be
really hungry going into the game,"
Stuckey said.
One concern for many Tiger fans
going into the season opener is the
foot injury to starting running back
Duane Coleman. But Stuckey
has confidence in backups Reggie
Merriweather and Yusef Kelly, "I
think they can [step up]," he said.
"Duane was a valuable part of our
offense. Reggie and Keith (Kelly)
are really coming on in practice,
getting protections, and running the
ball hard. We will be pretty good.
But, when Duane comes back we
will be even better."
In last year's opener versus
Georgia, the running game struggled (35 yards on 24 attempts).
Fans criticized Coach Bowden for
"forcing the run" and not stretching
the defense by throwing downfield.
A flashback of last year's opener
would be a nightmare.
SEE
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Head coach Trevor Adair
attributes last season s
struggles to rash ofinjuries.

• On Wednesday, Israeli windsurfer Gal Fridman won an
Olympic gold medal, the first
ever for his country. Fridman
promised after his victory that he
would take his gold medal to the
Tel Aviv memorial for the eleven
Israeli coaches and athletes killed
by Palestinian terrorists at the
1972 Munich Olympics.
• Former N.C. State quarterback
Philip Rivers, a first round draft
pick traded to the San Diego
Chargers from the New York
Giants, finally ended his holdout
of 30 training camp practices on
Tuesday. Rivers signed a six-year
contract with the Chargers for
$41 million.

DANIEL BLACKMON

Staff Writer
The Clemson University
men's soccer team enters the
2004 season hoping to build on
an up-and-down 9-7-4 season
from a year ago that ended in the
first round of the NCAA tournament. The primary frustration
for last year's team was injury.
According to head coach Trevor
Adair, the team was "decimated"
by it. However, this season, the
Tigers hope that the difficulties
of last year will give them the
maturity to replace graduated
seniors Chase Hilgenbrick and
Kenny Cutler, who were both
named third-team All-South last
year, and Paul Souders who was
a mainstay for the Tigers for
the large majority of his career.
Cutler was also a 2003 first team
All-ACC selection.
While Adair says that all of the
graduated seniors will be missed
and contributed "immensely",
he does feel that they can be
replaced by newcomers who
were given more opportunities
last year after injuries allowed
many players to play more
prominent roles than expected.
"We did a good job in the
spring of stepping forward," said
Adair.
This year's team has been
picked to finish fifth in the
always arduous Atlantic Coast
Conference by the coaches,
which is one spot higher than last
year's team which finished in a
SEE
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• After their 3-0 defeat of
Blackburn Rovers on Wednesday,
Arsenal Football Club of London
broke the record of consecutive
unbeaten matches in English
competition. The Gunners have
gone 43 matches without a loss.
The previous record was set by
Nottingham Forest from 19771979.
• Miami freshman linebacker
Willie Williams underwent surgery on Wednesday to repair a
torn lateral collateral ligament
suffered in Tuesday's practice.
Williams was the top-rated prep
linebacker in the country and
has been the subject of intense
scrutiny because of his extensive
criminal record.
• "Primetime" Deion Sanders,
a former Florida State, NFL
and Major League Baseball
star, is pondering a return to the
professional gridiron with the
Baltimore Ravens. Sanders, 37,
last played for the Washington
Redskins in 2001.
• Clemson head football coach
Tommy Bowden suspended
freshman defensive lineman
Chris McDuffie for the seasonopening Wake Forest game.
McDuffie was previously kicked
off the team after being arrested
on charges of possession of marijuana. He was reinstated to the
team after he applied for pretrial
intervention.
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For volleyball team, success is the expectation
Lori Ashton and Leslie Finn
expect to lead Tigers after
strong finish last season.
ASHLEY WASHINGTON

Staff Writer
The
Clemson
Women's
Volleyball team looks very ecstatic
about the upcoming season as the
season opens next Wednesday hosting Western Carolina. Next week's
match against Western Carolina
will serve as the first source of
relief from all of the excitement
that the players have been holding
within for the entire preseason.
Freshman Brittany Ross states
how things have been during the
preseason. "We are like a family
now after practicing together for
so long. So now we are so excited
about next week. We can't wait to
put it together against people we
don't even care about."
The Tigers did not face Western
Carolina during this past season
but the Lady Cats see the match up
against Clemson as a very demanding challenge that will improve the
team's chemistry.
The Lady Cats head coach
Angell Benson stated: "Playing
Georgia, Clemson and Northern
Iowa will improve our team's ability to contend at a higher level."
Clemson head coach Jolene

Hoover
feels
that
Western
Carolina's view of the Tigers
can be compared to how the
Tigers view facing No. 21 ranked
Northern Iowa during the season.
Northern Iowa will play against
the Tigers on Friday September
3rd at 8 p.m.; much excitement is
felt because this is one of the rare
chances to face a ranked team during a season-opening tournament
at home.
The season to come looks to be
a promising one. While overall
the Tigers finished with an 18-16
record in the 2003 season, they finished strong in regular season, winning five of their last nine games.
The good finish included a win
over Maryland, who the Tigers
went on to face in the ACC tournament. The last game that the Tigers
played in the ACC tournament was
against the Terrapins who eventually gained the ACC title.
During the off-season, Clemson
acquired seven new players to
their 2004 roster. The transition
from high school (and in one case
Division-II volleyball) poses a new
excitement for all of the girls.
Freshman Brittany Ross and
transfer sophomore Anna Vallinch
were asked about their feelings
about the upcoming season playing
for the Tigers.
The Tiger: "Since you have only
practiced for the summer with the

PRESSBOX
This summer, I had the
chance to see two games
at Yankee Stadium, one of
the most famous sporting venues
in the world. My family and I
went to Old Timer's Day at the
Stadium and saw (from about
400 feet away in the bleachers)
baseball legends like Yogi Berra,
Whitey Ford and Don Larson
come back to their old stomping
ground and play a three-inning
game, and it was a real treat.
Few will argue that that the
Stadium has a unique aura and
mystique. Fenway Park and
Wrigley Field have the same
remarkable atmosphere, but
Yankee Stadium overshadows
any American venue in terms of
pure history. It has been the host
of 39 World Series and 26 World
Championship teams and the
home field of baseball legends
like Ruth, Gehrig, DiMaggio
and Mantle.
Around two weeks after my
trip to New York,
I was checking
baseball
scores
online, and I saw
a headline that
mentioned a new
Yankee Stadium. I
was floored. I read
on and was horrified. According
to Crain's New York Business,
the Yankees are considering
building a $750 million stadium
to replace 81 years of baseball
history. The new stadium would
be built across the street from
Yankee Stadium and would
include 50 luxury boxes. New
York Mayor Michael Bloomberg
seems behind the plan, although
he has stated that the Yankees
will likely have to pay for the
majority of the facility with private money.
If one looks at this from
strictly a financial standpoint,
it could be argued that the plan
makes sense. Maybe a new stadium will bring the storied club
more revenue (as if the Yankees
need it). But I am not so sure. I
went to New York City this summer, and one of my motivations
was simply to go see a game in
Yankee Stadium. A couple of
fans saw my Clemson shirt and
my Yankees hat and wondered
how far I had come to see New
York play. I told them around

800 miles and none of them
seemed too surprised. People
from all over the world come
to New York City, and Yankee
Stadium is a place where a lot of
them come to spend money. The
Yankees lead the Majors in home
attendance year in and year out. I
cannot imagine a brand new park
drawing a bigger crowd than the
facade at Yankee Stadium. If the
Yankees do make more money
from a new ground, baseball
will still have lost another great
ballpark, maybe the greatest of
them all.
Money seems to be a ridiculous matter of discussion. When
Joe Torre was asked recently
about the possibility of a new
ballpark in the Bronx, he replied,
"With all the championships and
the players who have come
through here, you know it would
lose some of the mystique that
this is where it all happened."
Torre hit the nail right on the
head. Babe Ruth
hit the first home
run at the ballpark
and hundreds more.
Don Larson threw
a perfect game at
Yankee
Stadium
— in the World
Series. Yankee Stadium, just like
Fenway Park and Wrigley Field,
brings a lot of baseball history to
mind, that new luxury boxes or
big screens will never be able to
replace.
Wrigley Field has had issues
of late, with pieces of concrete
falling from its upper deck and
endangering the safety of fans.
Some might wonder if Wrigley is
becoming decrepit, yet the Cubs
have taken measures to protect
their fans and the old ballpark.
If the Cubs organization threatened to tear down Wrigley Field,
Chicago fans wouldn't stand for
it. The same goes for Red Sox
fans and Fenway Park. Yankee
fans shouldn't stand for this
nonsense either.
MSNBC contributed information used in this column.

Roy Welsh is a junior in secondary education. E-mail comments
to sports@TherigerNews.com.

team and have not played in an
actual game, how excited are you
about the next week to come?
Ross: "I know that it will be
very different. We have competition that is just as good as we are, if
not better. In high school my team
was a dynasty. Now I know that I
have to stay on my p's and q's all
of the time."
The Tiger: "How different do
you feel the competition will be
since making the transition from a
Division II program to a Division I
program?"
Vallinch: "I think that the difference is simply based on the upperclassmen knowing how intense
practices should be, and setting
examples. The harder we practice
and the more we work together, the
better we will be during a game."
The Tiger: "Outside of actually
practicing with the team, how have
you gone about making the transition to playing here in Clemson?"
Ross: "Mentally it's rough
beforehand to prepare to play
on the collegiate level but actually being here is easier. They
(coaches) won't pressure me to do
anything that I am not physically
capable of doing."
Vallinch: "I am not worried about
the change from division levels.
The team and players (at Clemson)
make me excited to come to practice. The intensity in Division I is
stronger than in Division II, but
that is what I wanted."
With the addition of seven new
players, many can suspect major
changes with the makeup of the
team. Senior Leslie Finn disagrees. Finn stated "Although the
girls are new to the program, they
have stepped up tremendously and
look to have a huge impact on the
team.
There isn't a great difference in
the level of skill that we now have,
but the effort that we all have now
is totally different and better. Our
attitudes are different."

POWER: Clemson's Lori Ashton goes up for a spike last season against South
Carolina in Jervey Gym.
With the season opener and the
Senior Lori Ashton has a mesfirst tournament only about a week sage for all of the doubters out
away, the players' anticipation is there — don't take this team
expected to greatly increase as four lightly. "No one expects us to win
teams make their way to Clemson but we're going to be the team that
University as the Clemson no one is expecting to be so good.
Invitational begins on next Friday They don't know the new talent
afternoon.
that we have."
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EA brings NCAA
Challenge to town

Daily Trojan
(U. Southern California)

tournament. The maximum number of participants at each location
is 128, with players facing off in
a single elimination style tournament, with the eventual champion
ZACK MAULDIN
earning a trip to Vegas. Each game
Sports Layout Editor
will consist of four two-minute
Are you a fan of EA Sports' quarters. If a tie occurs, overtimes
NCAA Football 2005? Ever want- periods will be played until one
ed to prove your skills against the person wins.
Entry into the tournament
rest of the country? Want to win
$10,000? Well now is your chance, will cost five dollars per player.
as EA is bringing their 2004 EA University students, part- or ftillSPORTS™ NCAA® Football time, are the only eligible participants.
Challenge
to
Registration
Clemson. The
for
the
event will be
Clemson porheld at 3:00 p.m. 4 £ Prove your home
tion of the
on
Thursday, field advantage. Here's
challenge has
October 14 in
already begun
the
Ballroom your chance to combine
online at http:
of the Madren your school spirit with
//www.ncaafo
Center.
otballchalleng
The Challenge your skills on the virtual
e.com/. If the
consists of 16 gridiron! 99
128 available
mini-tournaments at univerEA SPORTS spots do not
fill up online,
sities around the ,^^^^___
then walk-up
nation, beginning
registration
on August 31
at the University of Notre Dame will be open beginning one hour
and concluding at the University before the start of the tournament
of California on December 2. The and continue until one hour after
winner of each individual school's the start of the games.
The last day to register online
tournament will be flown to Las
Vegas on December 10 for the will be October 11, but if you are
national finals at the Mandalay interested, it would be a good idea
Bay/House of Blues and a shot at to sign up as soon as possible. It is
not guaranteed that all prospective
the $10,000 grand prize.
Each participant will be allowed entrants will be able to participate
to select any current season team because of the limitations on time
to compete with throughout the and space.

(U-WIRE) — For the eighth
straight year, the Black Coaches
Association will kick off the college
football season with the BCA Classic
— considered to be the annual highwater mark for the organization that
commits itself to increasing minority
participation in athletic leadership.
But this year's game, which pits
top-ranked USC against Virginia
Tech on Saturday, might not be the
climactic event for the BCA this
year.
That's because on a crucial day for
the organization in October, the BCA
will release the results of its year-long
evaluation of the way every Division
I and I-AA football program has hired
coaches to join their respective staffs.
The evaluation comes during a year
when there are just five black coaches
at major college football programs, a
glaring statistic in the eyes of BCA
executive director Floyd Keith.
Keith introduced the evaluation in
October 2003 as a "report card" that
would grade every program's hiring
practices not so much as an investigation to expose wrongdoings, but
instead to promote awareness that
there is more potential outside of
what Keith says is a pool of coaches
that lacks minorities.
"No one should be hired because
they're white, black, Greek or whatever ... I'm not saying that," said
Keith.
"But there's a comfort circle out
there with who's getting hired and we
want to broaden it. That's really what
this is all about."

Clemson students will have
a chance to show offvideo
game skills.
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BCA Classic kicks off season
PATRICK KINMARTIN

Keith said institutions will be
evaluated in five categories: Contact
with the BCA during hiring process,
efforts to interview candidates of
color, diversity of the hiring process,
the time frame of the search and the
adherence to institutional affirmativeaction hiring policies.
In order to determine an institution's final grade, letter grades of A
through F will be assigned to each of
the five criteria. Each letter grade also
has been assigned a value: An A earns
four points, a B earns three points, a
C gets two points, one for a D and
zero for an F. In addition, the category
for the number of candidates of color
interviewed for open positions will be
weighted double.
The sum of the values from each
of the letter grades awarded in each
category will be the final grade a
program receives. For instance, a
maximum grade of 24 is possible
if an institution receives an A in all
five categories and a B if it scores
between 20 and 23 points.
"Some schools will get A's, some
schools will get C's, and I'm sure
there are going to be lots of D's
and F's as well," Keith said. "But
the evaluation isn't so much about
(grades) as it is about taking accountability for who you hire."
In January, during a forum at
this year's NCAA Convention in
Knoxville, Tenn., NCAA President
Myles Brand said he endorsed the
BCA's plan.
"It doesn't guarantee minorities
will get the positions, but that they
will get a fair shot," he said.
Last December, Mississippi State's
Sylvester Croom joined UCLA's
Karl Dorrell, Notre Dame's Tyrone

Willingham, San Jose State's Fitz Hill
and New Mexico State's Tony Samuel
in a group many feel is too exclusive.
Dorrell said his hiring in 2003 shows
the opportunities are "getting better"
and many felt Willingham's arrival
as the first black head coach at Notre
Dame in 2002 would open the floodgates for minority hires.
But Eugene Marshall, chair of
the NCAA Minority Opportunities
and Interests Committee, told Sports
Illustrated the low number of minorities in prominent coaching positions
is sending the wrong message to
those talented enough to fulfill those
positions.
"The biggest problem is when
you don't see any people of color
in leadership positions in football,
then think, 'Why should I waste my
time making that a career,'" said
Marshall.
"I can go on Wall Street and make
millions of dollars, but I can't go on
a football field and become a head
coach, or be a major contributor to
a stadium and not become a head
coach. Something is wrong with that
picture."
Keith said the BCA would release
the grades from evaluations publicly
from its headquarters in Indianapolis,
Ind., "sometime in October." He said
he is not worried about the possible
backlash of programs unhappy with
the evaluation.
"We're not going to force anybody
to interview anyone," Keith said. "If
you want to get an F, you can get an
F in this report card. That's like if you
don't want to go to school, you don't
have to go to school. That is your call.
But America is going to know if you
don't go to school."

Major League wild card
race beginning to heat up
Wild card races in both
leagues leave room for
plenty ofcontenders.
GERRAD BRUCE

Staff Writer
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It's that time of year again when
school is starting back, a hint of
football is in the air, and the Major
League Baseball playoff race is
heating up. With the exception
of the American League West,
the divisional races are all but
over, making the baseball purist say, "Thank goodness for the
wildcard." Since its inception in
1995, the wildcard has provided
the baseball season with an annual
battle for the last two playoff
spots, which seemingly always
last until the final few games.
This year is shaping up to be
one of the most exciting finishes to
date as three teams in both leagues
are neck and neck entering the
final month of the regular season.
In the American League, Boston,
Anaheim and the surprising Texas
Rangers are the frontrunners and
all are peaking at the right time.
Entering this week, Boston had
won six in a row, Anaheim five in
a row, and Texas had taken eight
of their last ten ballgames. The

Angels and Rangers are also vying
for the AL West crown, currently
led by the Oakland A's. Over in
the National League, Chicago, San
Francisco and San Diego are in a
three-way scuffle for the elusive
final playoff spot.
The Cubs and Giants are experiencing somewhat underachieving
years as both were expected to
compete for their division championship, while the Padres are
relishing their upstart role.
San Diego has relied on their
youth and enthusiasm all season,
and one player providing both
these qualities is former Clemson
Tiger standout Khalil Greene.
The Padres shortstop and 2002
Golden Spikes Award winner for
most outstanding collegiate player
has directly affected the wildcard
race in the past two weeks and has
all but secured National League
Rookie of the Year honors.
On August 12, Greene capped
off a three-hit day with a two-out,
game-winning RBI single against
the Cubs to pull San Diego within
one game of the wildcard frontrunners. The next day in Cincinnati,
Greene clobbered two homeruns to
once again lead the Padres to victory and tie them for the wildcard
lead. But to speak only of Greene's
offensive prowess would not be

telling the entire tale. KhaliPs
defensive capabilities have been
a source of praise all season long.
He can often be seen on Baseball
Tonight's feature, Web Gems, and
is already drawing comparisons
to the great shortstops in baseball
history such as Ozzie Smith.
Baseball fans around the country
can prepare themselves for many
twists and turns in the wildcard
race over the season's final month,
especially with the Cubs and Red
Sox in contention. There is still
time for the Marlins and Phillies to
make a run in the National League
but don't count on it.
The Cubs probably have the
most talent and best shot at making a run at the World Series but
recent struggles in the bullpen
have left a huge question mark.
Nevertheless, with the Padres
inexperience and the plethora of
contenders on the Giants schedule
during the last two weeks, look for
the Cubs to be the last team standing in the National League.
The untraditional "we're-gonnaoutslug-you" mindset of the Red
Sox has made for a streaky season.
They do seem hot right now and
with the A's, Rangers, and Angels
pounding on each other out west,
expect the Sox to come out on top
in the American League.

goalkeeper Phil Marfuggi. Roberts
scored five goals in 2003 and added
two assists for a team-best twelve
points, while Georgeff had three
goals and an assist for seven points,
respectively. Marfuggi collected
55 saves last season and started all
14 games he participated in. Also
returning for the Tigers is fifth-year
senior Steven Rhyne. He was the
Tigers' second-leading scorer in
2002 when he scored seven goals
and nine assists for 23 points. He
missed most of last season with an
injury.
"I would say this is Steven's
team," said Adair, who is entering
his ninth year as head coach of the
Tigers. "He will lead us on and off

the field and has a tremendous work
ethic."
The Tigers have gotten the new
season started well, shutting out the
University of Alabama-Birmingham
2-0 last Saturday. The Tigers outshot the Blazers 24-15. Marfuggi
had six saves for the Tigers, while
junior Justin Moore and sophomore
Olatomiwa Ogunsola netted the
only goals of the game.
Clemson will begin season play
on September 1 against Lipscomb
at home at historic Riggs Field.
Clemson's first ACC game will be
on September 18 in Durham, N.C.
against the Duke Blue Devils. Their
first home conference game will be
September 24 against N.C. State.
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tie for sixth. The North Carolina Tar
Heels are picked to finish first while
defending conference champion
Virginia is picked second. Wake
Forest was picked third, followed by
Maryland and Clemson. However,
Adair does not put much stock in
predictions.
"I think again the ACC will be the
top conference in the country but
there is no one, clear cut favorite,"
he said. "I feel that the team picked
eighth could win it. We feel that we
have as good a chance as anybody."
Thirteen lettermen return this
year, including five starters.
Headlining the returnees are senior
forward Charlie Roberts, and
sophomores James Georgeff and
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Although Clemson's pass/run
Beyond the Wake Forest game,
balance was perfect during the the new ACC features many footlast four games of the season, ball powerhouses, giving Clemson
Bowden has said the Tigers will one of the toughest schedules in the
attempt to run the ball more this country. Many experts feel eight
year (possibly getting 2,000- wins would be a successful year.
2,500 yards rushing).
However, difficult schedules do not
Stuckey is
intimidate playnot concerned
ers. "[I'm] lookabout "forcing
ing forward to
the run" in the 4 4 We have got to prepare playing Miami.
season opener
We are really
even though for them. They are a good
looking
forthe
Tiger football team. They have
ward to playing
running game a good defense and a
Miami, Virginia
was
stagand Maryland.
nant in last pretty good offense. We
NC State too,
year's contest don't really want to have
because we felt
against Wake
like we could
Forest
(62 a revenge thing. We just
have had them
yards on 24 want to be really hungry
[beat last year],"
carries).
said Stuckey.
going
into
the
game.95
Stuckey
Stuckey has
expressed
been impressed
CHANSI STUCKEY
confidence
Clemson receiver,on the Tigers' by some of the
in the coachseason-openinggame vs. Wake Forest new faces at
ing staff and
his
position.
put offensive
"Aaron
Kelly
responsibiland
La'Donte
ity on the players. "Whatever Harris are looking good. They
they're (opponents) playing all are learning the plays and not
we'll have a scheme for that... really messing up [beyond] what's
[It] depends on who we are play- unusual for a freshman... they are
ing whether we run the ball or stepping up [and] trying to press
pass the ball. If it's there, we'll each other for playing time," said
have a good scheme. It's just Stuckey.
going to be up to the players to
Stuckey and the Tigers play Wake
produce, get to the blocks, run Forest in Death Valley on Saturday,
the ball hard and get on the same September 4th. The game will be
page."
televised on ABC at 3:30 p.m:
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Both Texas teams are ranked in the
preseason top 10 and will provide
stern early season competition for
the Tigers. Other non-conference
games include road trips to the
Furman Invitational to take on East
Carolina and to Columbia to play
archrival South Carolina.
For yet another season in women's soccer it's looking like the
ACC will be the nation's premier
conference. With the additions of
Virginia Tech and Miami to the
league, it only makes things tougher for the rest of schools. Combine
that with the fact that no one can
even remember the last time UNC
didn't finish the season National
Champions, the road to an ACC
title will be a grueling one for the
Tigers. However, with nine starters
back from a stellar team and a top
10 national recruiting class, there is
no goal out of reach for this year's
Lady Tigers.

FU£ PHOTO

SET PIECE: Senior Jenny Anderson takes a free kick for the Lady Tigers in a
match last season at Historic Riggs Field.
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Call Tom for
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a thousand words!
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we ask the BiG Questions.
PCf is a Church Of f rienPs exPlorinG the Deep Questions
of GOD, our life, anP our purpose, we meet on
sunPays @ 10 am Downtown BewnD Keith street PU* anP Grill
(Check the we&site for a map), our real life happens
throuGhOut the week, however, where we Gather as f nenPs
to explore life toGether.
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Ground attack crucial for USC and Vandy
JONATHAN HILLYARD

The Gamecock
(U. South Carolina)
(U-WIRE) — Welcome to The
Gamecock's Countdown to Kickoff
special. In every issue of The
Gamecock from now until the Sept.
4 opener at Vanderbilt, we will bring
you an in-depth breakdown of a different position on both teams.
In what could be the most evenly
matched Vanderbilt vs. USC contest
in recent years, the backfields for
both teams will serve crucial roles
in their teams' game plans.
The popular topic of offseason
conversation has been the situation
at quarterback for the Gamecocks.
Going into the last 10 days of practice, it seems there is no question
who will be under center against the
Commodores.
Dondrial Pinkins, a fifth year
senior, will be making his 15th start
for the University of South Carolina
and will try to improve on his 5-9
r
ecord as a starter. Last season,
Pinkins completed 162 of his 322
passes for a completion percentage
of 50.3. In total, Pinkins threw for
2,127 yards and 10 touchdowns.
Pinkins is also a threat to run with
the ball but is not as mobile as backup quarterback Syvelle Newton. The
sophomore quarterback, ranked third
on the team last season in receiving,
has been called "playmaker" at the
quarterback position by Holtz.
Newton has had good showings
in both the spring game and fall
scrimmages. In the spring game, he
completed 14 of 27 passes for 277
yards and two touchdowns — one
for 70 yards and one for two yards.
Newton also ran for a touchdown in
a recent scrimmage and has proven

PLOW: South Carolina running back Daccus Turman runs over Clemson cornerback Tye Hill in last year's ClemsonUSCfootball game. Turman will play a crucial role in the Gamecocks' running attack this season.
himself as an effective dual-threat University of South Carolina's quar- one of the summer scrimmages. In
quarterback.
terback talent from what it was last Saturday's scrimmage, Gray ran for
51 yards on just six carries.
While Pinkins will be the starter season.
Following
Gray,
Summers,
for the immediate future, Newton
Not many people could list all
will force the opposition to prepare the viable options for University sophomore Cory Boyd and junior
for a more mobile quarterback as of South Carolina at running back, Daccus Turman will all see some
well. Pinkins' decision making simply because the list is a long playing time at tailback.
improved toward the end of last one.
Fullback is not nearly as deep
season, and his experience and leadSophomore Demetris Summers a position for the Gamecocks as
ership solidified his position as the was the favorite coming in to pre- running back, but great news came
leader of this new offense.
season camp, but following summer when Antonio Lamar arrived on
Gamecock Grade: B
workouts, the job looks to be filled campus Tuesday after resolving
The experience of Pinkins should by committee.
eligibility issues. The 6-foot-2-inch,
start to show this season, especially
The most surprising of these 245-pound fullback from Snellville,
with multiple targets returning at backs has been senior Gonzie Ga., would probably get the bulk
receiver. Newton gives USC a threat Gray, who was the leading rusher of time at the position should he
it needs in the backfield and boosts for University of South Carolina in learn the offense. If not, Holtz said

Hog linemen loom large
criticism sometimes of what you're Cobbs' now famous 46-yard
doing wrong, but he also lets you touchdown scamper against the
know what you're doing right. I vaunted Texas defense.
love his style of coaching."
As for this year's rematch with
(U-WIRE) — Standing side
Being accustomed to staff Texas, the seniors are taking a
by side, posing for pictures at changes nearly every year and off- familiar approach in taking the
Arkansas' Media Day, senior the-field troubles, this preseason season one game at a time. Their
defensive linemen Arrion Dixon has been a pleasant surprise for first test is New Mexico State
and Elliott Harris looked more the two seniors.
September 4, but Texas still looms
like basketball players than SEC
"It's good to come back the next in their minds. They know the
football players.
season with same coach," Dixon Longhorn squad will be thirsty for
On the field, that is definitely said, referring to Rocker. "He's blood following their 38-28 defeat
not the case for two of Arkansas' a great coach. I have a personal in Austin last season.
nine returning seniors.
relationship with him and we talk
"I mean, Texas is Texas," Dixon
Defensive line coach Tracy and I get good tips from him all said, hesitating to say more.
Rocker expects big things from the time."
"That's all you have to say."
these two in their senior campaigns
Rocker's approach to practice,
The seniors are not much for
on and off the field — includ- such as never staying on the words, but they leave the talking
ing getting freshmen like Fred ground after a play and sprinting to their coach and their play to
Bledsoe and Jamaal
to the line themselves. Leading by example is
Anderson ready to
of scrim- another way to call it, Dixon said,
compete and contribmage on but sometimes a Razorback has to
ute in their first year £ £ Their approach to
nearly step up in the leadership departat Arkansas.
every ment when he feels the need. Like
"The older guys practice is to just go out
down, are when former high school teamhave been awesome," there and have fun. I love
never taken mates in Arkansas look out-ofRocker said. "They
lightly by state for their college careers.
have taken an interest that. You can't recruit that. the seniors.
"I tell them, it's good if you
to them because they That's something that has
The seniors want to go out of state, but there
want them to help to develop as a team and
look at this are some privileges you get for
us carry this load."
approach a staying in this state," Dixon said.
Harris looks at the I feel when you have that,
little dif- "Being able to go here and there
opportunity in a sim- that's two (wins) right
ferently.
and be recognized is great. You
plistic approach.
"Their know, you wouldn't be able to
"We're just here to there. 99
approach do that anywhere else," he said.
show them the way,
to practice "I love being in this state, being
TRACY ROCKER
to show them what
is to just home. I go home and everyone
Arkansas Defensive Line Coach go
the SEC is really all
out recognizes you. That's my biggest
^^^^^-"-^^^— there and joy of all."
about," the defensive
end said.
have fun,"
Such statements seem to be out
While a few freshRocker of the norm for these two, but
men and sophomores like Jeremy said. "I love that. You can't recruit inspirational words have become
Harrell and Keith Jackson, Jr. will that. That's something that has to a regular addition to their every
be looked to at times for help this develop as a team and I feel that day lives.
year, the heaviest load still falls on when you have that, that's two
They may not appear to fit the
the shoulders of the line's anchors, (wins) right there."
mold, but have certainly ended up
Dixon and Harris.
Winning is always a good thing being the perfect model for charBoth saw considerable improve- and the two have certainly done acter on and off the field with the
ment in their play under Rocker their part to win a few games. Last help of their second year coach.
during their junior seasons last year, the then-overlooked Harris
In a league with tough runyear and things can only get bet- turned in one of his best career ning games like the SEC, Dixon
ter for these two. The bulk of the efforts in an upset of No. 5 Texas. and Harris could be just what
credit for this goes back to the
Setting a new career high with the Razorbacks' defense needs to
respect Dixon and Harris have for eight tackles, besting his previous succeed this season. Their defentheir coach.
high of five stops, he recorded sive line coach couldn't be more
"I think he hit it off with us one tackle for loss (-5), one pass pleased.
immediately," Dixon said. "We hit broken up and a forced fumble'.
"They're just awesome," Rocker
it off right' away. You take a little That forced fumble led to Cedric said.
BRANDON MARCELLO

Arkansas Traveler
(U. Arkansas)

the team will go to more one-back,
three-receiver formations.
With so many weapons in the
backfield, the team should depend
heavily on the run. If one man is to
emerge, he will have to be awfully
impressive.
There will be no sharing of playing time under center for Vanderbilt
as junior Jay Cutler has established
himself as one of the elite quarterbacks in the SEC. The leader of the
Commodore offense has a chance
to shatter a couple of Vanderbilt
records. Most experts predict Cutler
will break both the single-season
and career marks for touchdowns
at Vanderbilt. Cutler, a preseason
All-SEC second-team selection, is
also a dual-threat passer and will be
the key for the Commodores in their
attempt to turn around the football
program.
Cutler is a great talent and is
probably superior to anything the
University of South Carolina could
match at the quarterback position.
Halfback, like the University
of South Carolina, is a position in
which Vanderbilt has a few options.
Kwame Doster, the 2002 SEC
freshman of the year, is looking to
rebound and reemerge as the man
after a disappointing sophomore
season. However, in Doster's down
year, senior Norval McKenzie established himself as the starter and will
not be quick to give the job back.
McKenzie was last season's leading rusher in black and gold, and
you will probably see a two-headed
back this season.
The Commodores have a lot of
potential at the running back position, but consistency has been a
problem. Cutler will be the feature
guy for Vanderbilt — not one of the
backs.

Lady Tigers beat
defending champs
Kelly Schneider leads
Clemson against Division II
Champions Kennesaw State.
KEVIN M. BARNES

Staff Writer
Kelly Schneider scored two
goals in the second period to lift the
nationally ranked No. 12 Clemson
Lady Tigers over the 2003 Division
II National Champion Kennesaw
State Owls in a 2-0 exhibition victory. The win wraps up preseason
preparations for the team as they
head into regular season competition with a match at nationallyranked No. 4 Texas tonight, August
27 at 7:30 p.m.
The challenging road trip continues on Sunday, August 29 with
a trip to College Station to meet
up with the No. 11 Texas A&M
Aggies.
Monday night Schneider displayed the foot speed and agility
that made this talented player from
Mauldin, S.C. a four-time All-State
selection in high school and a quality addition to the Lady Tigers
squad.
At the 50 minute mark, Schneider
was able to capitalize on a misplayed ball deep in the Owl's zone,
sliding past a defender and beating
the goalkeeper, sending her first
score just inside the right post.
The second goal of the night
came at 67:02 when Kristen Allen
popped a high floating pass to
Britten Meyer who attempted a
head shot on goal. Meyer's shot
was deflected by a Kennesaw State
defender to the waiting Schneider
who made a good adjustment on
the ball and knocked it in for the
score.
The Lady Tigers were aggressive
on offense throughout the night,
leading to a margin of 18 shots
on goal to only six for Kennesaw
State.
The Owls' National Division II

Coach of the Year Rob King positioned his players in a defensive
stature throughout the game, with
relative success in reducing breakaways and making the Lady Tigers
work for every shot.
Clemson Head Coach Todd
Bramble was encouraged by the
play of his young women: "I was
pleased with our patience tonight
and the way we attacked."
While the team operated successfully, Coach Bramble is still
looking to improve a squad that
finished 11-7-2 (4-3 ACC) last
year: "I wanted more of a transition
match tonight. It was tough to get
behind their defense with so many
defenders."
The play of Kelly Schneider was
a highlight of the preseason and
will continue to be an asset for the
squad during this year's campaign.
In the other preseason game,
Schneider also scored two goals in
a 4-1 victory over Charlotte in an
exhibition. Coach Bramble said,
"Schneider picked up where she
left off last year. She had a great
year last season as a freshman."
Franks Monterisi, a senior
Mathematical Sciences major,
enjoyed the game out at Historic
Riggs Field, and explained to several friends how women's soccer
games are a great diversion for
students.
As a member of Central Spirit,
Frank said he thought the games
were an "exciting way to support
your classmates and show enthusiasm for the game being played at
such a high skill level."
The support of many similar
fans will follow the No. 12 Lady
Tigers on their road trip to Texas
and look forward to welcoming
them home for their regular season
opener on Friday, September 3 during the first One Clemson ... Solid
Orange event of the year. The game
will directly follow the First Friday
Parade to as part of a huge weekend
on campus.
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Catholic Church should make exception for sick girl
When an 8-year-old New Jersey girl had
her first communion declared invalid
earlier this month, a heated national
debate ensued. Haley Waldman suffers from
celiac disease, which means it is not safe for
her to eat anything made with wheat. A local
priest decided to offer Haley the sacrament
with a rice wafer substitute, but the Diocese
of Trenton has informed the Waldmans that
the church will not validate the sacrament
because of the substitute wafer.
While the Catholic Church certainly
shouldn't throw its doctrine out the window,
its leaders should act quickly and decisively
to validate this communion and set the record
straight.
The Church's doctrine is, no doubt, very
important, and it would be dangerous for
Catholic leaders to give in to every whimand complaint of every individual against
the Church's long-held beliefs. However,
it would be even more dangerous to allow
legalistic attention to detail and tradition to
destroy the substance of the sacrament.
At stake here could be not only the
increasing alienation of people from the
Catholic Church but also the appearance of
limiting the power of God by the decision of
some local Catholic leaders.
A brief (and admittedly incomplete) explanation of Catholic doctrine is necessary to
understand the significance of the Waldman
case. The sacrament of communion commemorates the Last Supper, which Jesus
Christ had with his disciples before his crucifixion. He shared bread and wine with them
and told them to continue this practice "in
remembrance of me."
This event, in turn, reflects back to the first
Passover during the exodus of the Israelites
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from Egypt, when they ate unleavened bread
(bread without yeast) because they were to be
prepared to leave Egypt quickly.
Another key Catholic doctrine that both
sides seem to be overlooking in this case
is the doctrine of transubstantiation, which
holds essentially that the bread and wine
actually become the literal body and blood
of Jesus during the sacrament. This doctrine
causes this case to have drastic ramifications
if taken to its fullest extent.
The most basic problem with the diocese's
invalidation of the communion is that they
are not allowing Waldman to practice her

religion. To many outside the Catholic
Church, a simple denial of this sacrament
may not seem like a huge deal, but to a
Catholic participating in this is part and parcel with being a Catholic.
Officials have offered Waldman a lowgluten wafer for communion, but her mother
contends she will not consider risking her
daughter's health with even a small amount
of the substance. If the Church can adjust to
a low-gluten wafer, why not a gluten-free?
Looking at the history of the sacrament as
mentioned above, one can certainly understand the desire to reflect the way the Jews

and early Christians took the sacrament. But
when a slight exception cannot be made due
to an individual illness, the legalism and
attention to detail has gone too far.
According to the Catholic doctrine of
transubstantiation, the believer participating
in the sacrament is not ingesting the wheat
anyway but rather the actual body of Christ.
Would the Church then contend that a personal God does not have the same power to
change a rice wafer that He does to change
the wheat wafer? Certainly not.
As debates and public outrage over the
Waldman case have increased, the Trenton
diocese has passed the ball to higher Catholic
authorities and even the Vatican by saying
they simply ruled in accordance with longheld Catholic tradition. If that's the case,
maybe it's time for change.
Throughout the Church's history, councils have met to discuss doctrinal changes
and clarifications of application. Granted,
these are not too common, but they need not
be. The point is not that doctrine should be
unimportant or constantly changing; rather, it
is that people should be open to the possibility of human errors even over the centuries.
The Catholic Church is already in a precarious situation with the public due to sex scandals at parishes and seminaries around the
world, and it doesn't need further alienation
on this point. Hopefully an official or even
the pope will recognize this and act quickly
to resolve this issue and allow a girl with
celiac disease to practice her religion, too.
The opinions expressed in this editorial are written by
the opinions editor and represent the majority opinion
of The Tiger editorial board. In representing the
majority view, the staff editorials may not represent
the individual view of any particular member.
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Should the Catholic Church make an exception to
their practice in the Haley Waldman case?
"Yes, they should make an
exception in Haley's case.
I don't think someone
should be denied their religious traditions because of
health complications."

"Certainly, just because
she can't consume wheat
doesn't make her any less
Catholic."
Corey Roelke

biology
Ashley Hesseltine

marketing
senior

Lauren Brewer

"The Church has no place
to put an individual's
health in danger ... She
should be given special
permission to consume
rice instead of wheat."

food science
sophomore

Adam Stevens

"Communion is an act, a
symbolic ritual. An exception should be made in
such a case."

biochemistry
freshman

"Absolutely, she should
not be denied a sacrament
for something she can't
control."

"Yes, the object of communion is Haley's love of
God and belief in Jesus
Christ, not of her isolated
allergy to a stupid cookie."

Kelli McKinney

financial management
senior

Dodd Hulsey

finance
senior

Double (gold) or nothing
Iy wife and I - yep, I got married this summer and am thankful I did - watched with great
interest as Paul Hamm competed in the
men's all-around gymnastics competition and were sorely disappointed when
he fell on his vault and was pronounced
"out of the hunt for gold" by the NBC
announcers. We were so disappointed
that - at a few minutes
after 11 - we clicked off
the TV and went to bed
(like other Americans
who hadn't already
seen the results).
Hamm, of course,
battled back on the
next three exercises
and won the gold
medal over two Korean competitors.
However, when it was discovered
that the initial bronze medalist, Yang
Tae-young, actually lost the gold due
to a judging error, the controversy
began to swirl, and Hamm was caught
in the middle of it. Media outlets and
individuals from America to Korea
have called for Hamm to "do the right
thing" and give up his gold medal.
But at press time he wouldn't, and
he shouldn't - not because it would
cost him wide acclaim and popularity (it would gain him more of this)
and not because the Korean gymnast
doesn't deserve a gold (he does) - but
because Hamm earned gold, too.
What Hamm needs to do is to support strongly the idea of a second gold
medal being awarded to Tae-young.
I'm no gymnastics expert by any
stretch of the imagination, but I do
know how some sports work, so think
of this illustration from a more familiar sport to many of us if it will help.
Suppose the Titans kick a field goal
early in the third quarter of the Super
Bowl that is ruled wide by an official
on the field. Late in the fourth quarter,
the Panthers lead by six and appear
in position to add more to their lead.
Instead of pushing for a touchdown,
they stop and settle for a field goal
to put the game out of reach (9-point
lead).
The Titans score a touchdown at the
buzzer to close the gap and lose by '

Mi

two, and the next morning replays
reveal the field goal was actually
clearly good. Those three points
should mean the Titans win, right?
Not so fast.
Had the field goal been called
good right when it happened, the
remainder of the game would have
been played differently by both
teams. Thus, adding
the three points and
declaring the Titans
WILL
Super Bowl champs
SPINK
makes
little sense.
Opinions
The same is true
Editor
in this gymnastics
case. Whether
Hamm could have
planned his routines
differently or not is unclear, but one
of the competitors certainly could
have. Hamm did what he needed
to do to win the competition that
evening based on what the situation
was, and he earned the gold medal
for that.
What may make sense in this
case that would not be plausible in
a Super Bowl is to have two winners. Hamm keeps his gold, and
Tae-young gets one, too.
The IOC seems hesitant on this
proposal for one reason: Olympic
medals should be valuable and difficult to obtain; they don't want to
cheapen them. Awarding two golds
in this case would not challenge
the medal's significance any more
than having two runners tie for
bronze would. And instances like
this rarely surface in an event that
occurs once every four years, so it's
a unique situation that deserves a
unique solution.
Tae-young may never have
another chance to earn an Olympic
gold. Hamm may not either. What's
certain is that Hamm will not have
another chance to save face with
the world by doing the right thing
- not giving his medal back but
working to get Tae-young one, too.
Will Spink is a senior in English and
philosophy. E-mail comments to
letiers@TheTigerNews.com.
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Think or look before voting?

Alcohol, Spittoono, nipple injury combine
for exciting, unique first week of school

Think about what our culture tion of the family and economic
values in political candidates security. More is at stake right
and you'll see that rich and now than at any other point in hisgood-looking beats competent tory. America is the leader of the
every time. Abraham Lincoln and free world, and the leader that we
Franklin Roosevelt couldn't get choose as its head should reflect
elected these days;
the best of our
instead, we have
country. This elecJohn Edwards and
tion will be a close
Dan Quayle, whose
one, and, accordappeal is entirely
ing to one poll,
visual.
What
hinges on a mere
shapes our politisix percent of the
cal mindset and the
undecided populaviews that we have
tion. Still, people
toward a particular
ignore the issues
issue or candidate?
and cling to party politics.
I'm assuming that most of you
In Alexis DeTocqueville's
are over the age of 18, and as such
Democracy in America, he says,
are registered in your county to
"The political parties that I style
vote. Therefore, you must think
great are those which cling to
about why you think the way that
principles rather than to their conyou do. Our nation holds money,
sequences; to general and not to
looks and "charisma" in very high
special cases; to ideas and not to
esteem today. A short glance at
men. These parties are usually disany currency will show that this
tinguished by nobler features, more
has not always been so. Our nation generous passions, more genuine
was founded upon and continued
convictions, and a more bold and
to grow on ideas, not men. Is this
open conduct than the others."
country still run on ideas?
Do we still have parties like
I believe, especially in election
that? Or have we settled for the
years like this one, that these ideas
media-run campaigns that run on
have been replaced by shallow
men rather that ideas? Our politipolitics and leaders selected more
cal system does respond to the
for looks than platforms. It seems
American people, and what we
as though the debate has turned
have asked for is a campaign run
from principles to visuals. Debates
through a media that is itself at
between Lincoln and Douglas
best apathetic. In a society that
lasted two hours; television ads
tells all people to be "free thinkrun about 30 seconds. We have
ers" because it is their right, we
for some years lived in a society
are remarkably willing to give up
with a "fast food" mentality. Now,
that right.
the trend has moved from burgers
The media, television in parand fries to campaign platforms.
ticular, altered politics forever.
Instead of listening to politicians
In a positive sense, it brought the
speak about real issues, we catch
candidates into everyone's home.
the clip of "America Votes" or 30The first televised presidential
second ad, never checking up on
debate was huge. Along with it,
the quality of the journalism or the
however, came the influence of
bias of the advertising party.
our fast-paced society. We want
Let's face it — we have not
a quick look and a summary of
been raised to think for ourselves
the facts, a "Cliff's notes" for the
or to recognize and investigate
election. But just as a paper based
the claims. From the earliest years
on Cliff's notes can't reflect your
of elementary school, we have
thoughts, an election decided by
been taught to listen to the teacher
the media will not reflect the views
and, when prompted, recite the
of the country. Reliance on the
rehearsed information. In college,
media defeats the purpose of our
the same thing happens. The ramiConstitution. Think about it.
fications are clear, and disastrous
to a democratic society.
Rebecca Steadings is a junior in
This election is crucial: terrorpolitical science. E-mail comments
ism, homeland security, the defini- to letters@TheTigerNews.com.

LET YOUR VOICE
BE HEARD!
The Tiger wants you to be able to express your opinions
in its pages, and this semester there will once again be
multiple opportunities for you to make this happen on a
regular basis.
While not all submissions of either form will gain entry
into The Tiger right away, some may be held for publication at a later date, as soon as space and other considerations allow. Currently there are two primary ways to
express your opinions on the Opinions pages of The Tiger:

Letters to the Editor
Letters to the Editor
should be no longer than
400 words. They must
include the author's name,
hometown and phone number (or e-mail address). If
you are a student, faculty
member or staff member
at Clemson, please include
relevant major, department
or job title.
All letters will be
checked for authenticity
and may be edited for clarity and grammar. The Tiger
reserves the right to print
and/or edit all submissions.
Send letters to our U.S.
Mail address or e-mail
them to letters@TheTiger
News.com.

Tigers Talk
Tigers Talk pieces are
guest columns printed on
the regular Opinions pages
of The Tiger. Guest columns can run anywhere
from 600-800 words and
can be on any topic the
writer chooses. No more
than one guest column will
run each week, but submissions may be held for subsequent weeks.
Columns will be checked
for authenticity and may be
edited for clarity and grammar. The Tiger reserves the
right to print and/or edit all
submissions. Send letters
to our U.S. Mail address or
e-mail to letters@TheTiger
News.com.

The sun is shining, the birds are
singing, and campus squirrels
are still completely ignorant
of my dastardly intentions to bag
every last one of them using a nut
and string - it must be the start of
another exciting year at Clemson
University!
As you well
know, the beginning of a new fall
semester here at
Clemson always
brings with it new
classes, new students, new friendships and exciting
new opportunities.
Of course, by "opportunities," you
know that I mean "opportunities to
drink heavily;" I cannot even begin
to fathom the total beer intake at
just my apartment complex last
weekend, let alone in the entirety
of Clemson. (The official numbers
for last weekend's beer consumption are between a cubic butt load
and a metric ass ton.)
I even received a letter earlier
this week, written by President
Barker and addressed to "student
leaders," that urged us to "lead by
example" on the issue of alcohol
consumption, which has been
alarmingly high at Clemson in
recent years. In the interest of promoting responsible student behavior, let's briefly take a break from
your regularly scheduled humor
column for an important public
service announcement brought to
you by Airimba Wireless (motto:
"We Do Chicken Right"):
Kids, don't drink alcohol. Never
in a million years would I pollute
my mind or body with the likes of
beer, wine or liquor.*
There, that ought to do it.
Thankfully for the leaders of this
fine seminary of higher learning,
not every student is a partier, and
those who are often involve themselves in other activities which
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don't require inebriation, like
church, cricket or knitting.
Actually, Clemson's myriad of
clubs and activities really do provide a relatively virtuous outlet for
students to entertain themselves.
I don't know about you, but each
fall I find myself carefully considering those clubs
and activities that
interest me most.
MATT
Every year, I go
WILLIAMS
through the same
Columnist
process: First, I get
thoroughly interested in a few clubs.
Next, I talk to their
members and subscribe to their mailing lists. Finally,
I join (and by "join" I mean "spend
the rest of the semester doing
homework and never see any of
those people again").
Sound familiar to anyone else?
Well, no more! This is the year to
seize the day, forget about petty
concerns like schoolwork and get
involved. This year, for instance,
I've got my eye on a variety of
clubs that I believe can expand my
horizons: Club Frisbee (it's not just
for hippies anymore), Whitewater
Club (to cultivate a rugged outdoorsman image), Sailing Club (to
cultivate a drunken sailor image),
Tigers Who Care (to meet girls
serve the community), and, of
course, The African/Caribbean
Student Association (I've always
wanted to be Caribbean).
Of course, there are so many
more opportunities than just
clubs; as "lifelong learners,"
there are millions of other exciting prospects to expand students'
horizons. This weekend, for
instance, in the interest of experiencing new things, I hope many
of you attended Clemson's own
Spittoono (Spitoono on odd years)
Music Festival, kindly sponsored
by the Redneck Performing Arts
Association (RPAA). Note that this

organization should not be confused with the Registered Public
Accountants Association, whose
idea of getting down involves hitting calculator keys to a tight beat.
Yes, last Friday and Saturday
evening, I joined throngs of students, local inhabitants and rednecks alike on the Softball field
behind the National Guard Armory
for Spittoono XXIV, where we
spent the night happily awash in
the sounds of classic rock, the
smells of BBQ and the sight of
beer being sold from beneath a
funeral tent. A number of festival
merchants and volunteers manned
other tents and booths, some displaying wares such as mandolins
and koozies designed to "Right
Warm Beer." There was even a
kissing tent, which charged $ 1 to
get a kiss on the hand, $2 to get a
kiss from a human and $5 to get a
kiss from a human of the opposite
sex. Sadly, the beer chugging and
tobacco spitting contests have been
discontinued indefinitely.
Even with a plethora of exciting new activities like Spittoono
XXIV, one must not forget about
old friends, those nutty funsters
who stood by us in our early college or high school days. This
weekend I gathered with a group
of longtime friends for a game of
pool volleyball that resulted in
good times, rekindled friendships,
and me nearly losing a nipple.
(To sustain such a terrible injury
so young ... it could have been a
tragedy.)
Yes, it's times like these, when
a catastrophic nipple wound is so
narrowly avoided, that we will
remember for the rest of our lives.
* Except maybe on special occasions, like Mondays.
Please send all cards and condolences for Matt's nipple to letters@
TheTigerNews. com.
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Have Olympic Games lost their luster?
YES
NO

► I've watched a good deal of the
This weekend marks the end of perhaps
|"Games of the 28th Olympiad" this
one of the most important sporting events
'year on NBC, and, like always,
in the world. Unless you live in a cave
I've been impressed by the skill of the athletes
(or maybe the Clemson Bubble), perhaps
involved. However, it's difficult for me to get excited
you've noticed that the news media has been focused
enough to sit down and watch two weeks of 24-hourcompletely on the Olympic Games for the past few
a-day coverage of the games. It just doesn't hold that
weeks, at times to the exclusion of other world news.
same aura, that same mojo, if you will, that it used
What holds this event so highly in our minds that
to, and for a few reasons.
20,000 athletes train for their entire lives for a medal?
First, the Games have become way too politicized.
As proven by the smorgasbord of reality TV shows,
Instead of athletes simply competing in their chosen
we are captivated by drama. The last two weeks have
sport, they now have to worry about the country the
been a hellstorm of drama, what with fuzzy judging
judges are from and whether they will score fairly or
and medal conflicts.
be biased. That isn't to say that
Another thing that Americans love is a good sucpride in your country is wrong,
cess story, and the Olympics are chock full of
but hating another athlete simthose. For a good blanket example, take the
ply because of the colors he
1980 Soviet ice hockey defeat at the hands of
wears goes against everything
the American Dream Team. A squad of 20that the Olympics stands for.
something unknown college students
Take Paul Hamm, for instance,
/KyKM~l fir\l hHH—"\ defeated the strongest team in the
who won the gold medal in the
(]3JJj]JJ[j\J| I B] R< worW, giving U.S. citizens hope
men's all around gymnastics ... or
■%#%■>«
during a bleak period in history.
did he? Or was it supposed to be his oppom ^JIIN I
Everyone has seen the Katie
nent from Korea? An error by the judges, through
Couric-narrated features before each event
no fault of Hamm's, placed him in first, and he
talking about some athlete who was born
was awarded the medal. When he went to compete in
into poverty but was determined to make his life better.
his next event, he was booed for a prolonged period
Now, said athlete wins gold medals for his country and
of time by the Greek audience.
donates his money to help out poor children who may
Also, anyone that has been near a TV recently has
have similar dreams.
seen the slew of political campaign ads run by both
We love these stories, and we never tire of hearing
Kerry and Bush. Bush has actually used the Iraqi
about people just like us who have overcome everyday
soccer team in these ads, saying that they are now
trials. We want to be like these people. We like it even
free to play because they are no longer oppressed by
more when Katie tells us the athletes were normal peoan evil dictator who was apparently bent on killing
ple like us who were in turn inspired by the poor ones.
his star athletes.
Heck, I owe my entire high school track career to
I also find it quite difficult to become excited
a Bob Costas feature about a run-of-the-mill-USAabout what is supposed to be the greatest sporting
woman-turned-athlete running the 3200m event, and
event in the world when it happens every few years.
collapsing right before the finish. In turn, I'd like to
Many of the same athletes return and not much
think I affected some of the runners on my team. Quite
changes in between each competition. It certainly
a reach Mr. Costas and the Olympics have, isn't it?
doesn't seem to have this "epic battle of the ages"
Whether we want to acknowledge it or not, the
feel to it.
Olympics obviously still hold great power over us,
As I said, I have tremendous respect for these
proven by the simple fact that so many of us are drawn
athletes. I watched in awe at Carly Patterson's floor
to the drama. We want to see the underdog win, but
exercise during the women's all around gymnastics,
Lord knows we also want to watch the pompous guy
an event in which she won gold at age 16. These
fall off the high bar or get caught using steroids.
competitors truly are the best in their fields, but the
The magic of the Olympics is that they change with
idea behind the Olympics of the true spirit of compethe times. They will always continue to entertain us,
tition has been lost among nationalistic feuds and by
even as our tastes evolve, whether we are interested in
just becoming too common.
the drama or the actual competition.
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Student involvement can make
difference in Clemson Family from the EDITOR'S^*:
I was throwing a Frisbee on
Bowman last week when I looked
around and experienced something I've never felt
before at Clemson.
The field was packed
with people (mainly
freshmen it seemed),
but besides the friend
I was tossing with, I
didn't know a single
person on Bowman.
Then it hit me: I'm
getting old.
As I looked back over the past
two years, I realized what great
opportunities I had and how little I
took advantage of them. I arrived
slightly overwhelmed by the possibilities and at the same time afraid
to take risks and try new things.
Instead of diving in and discovering
my role, I panicked like a deer in
headlights and did nothing.
Two events brought me out of
this funk. First, I had the privilege
of taking a leadership course where
I met upperclassmen and graduates
who were deeply committed to the
University. Second, I participated
in a leadership retreat this summer
that brought me together with passionate students from across the
country. These events, coupled with
wisdom gained from my advanced
age, snapped me out of my stupor
and showed me for the very first
time all Clemson had to offer.
No longer did I see Clemson as
a hodgepodge collection of buildings hosting a jumbled array of
classes, football games and parties. Suddenly Clemson became
alive, almost as if I could feel its
pulse and hear its breath. I noticed
the Clemson Family for the first
time. Clemson isn't just a place
where I go to classes anymore; it
is my home, it is my life, and it is
quickly becoming who I am. Every
group I'm involved with and all
my friends are at Clemson, and the
Reflection Pond has replaced my
neighborhood swimming pool.
As I've fallen in love with
Clemson, I've realized that the
only thing standing between our
University and greatness is us. If
we sit back and just try to get by, as
I did at first, Clemson will forever
be merely a good state school, but
if we choose to take the extra step
and get involved with our campus
and our community, we can transform Clemson into a truly great
national university.
Clemson students are taking
this extra step already. Last year,
Clemson won four Goldwater
Scholarships - as many as Harvard.
We had a finalist for a Rhodes
Scholarship, one of the most selective fellowships in America. We
have had physics students work
at CERN, and our graduates are
studying at Cambridge. BMW and
General Electric, two of the most
well respected corporations in the

world, routinely look to Clemson
for top engineers.
You don't have to pursue
national fellowships or study
particle physics to
BRIAN
make a difference
EYINK
at Clemson. Just
Columnist
get involved. Try
something new and
keep doing new
things until you
discover your role
at Clemson. Want to give back to
the community? Help at Habitat
for Humanity's Homecoming
Build, attend an Amnesty
International meeting or volunteer
at a local elementary school.
Service not your thing? How
about the Outdoors Club, the
Whitewater Club or the Dixie
Skydiving Club? If you don't like
jumping out of planes, consider
martial arts or fencing. If you're
looking for something less physical, look into a political group,
the Forensics Society, Student
Government or Student Media.
This list could go on. The point:
Get outside your comfort zone, try
something new, and both you and
Clemson will benefit from it.
Imagine for a moment what
Clemson would look like if everyone was active in just two clubs.
We would have such a vibrant
and involved campus that the Ivy
Leagues would be benchmarking
us. This is no fantasy. All we have
to do is turn off our TVs and leave
our beer in the fridge two nights
a week, and Clemson will have
over 16,000 students active in two
clubs each. You do the math.
By the time each one of us
graduates, Clemson will define
who we are, and we in turn will
have helped define what Clemson
is. The question is, what will that
definition be? I spent all summer
reflecting on this very question,
and I have an idea:
/ envision a Clemson community where apathy is replaced by the
passionate pursuit of excellence,
where ideas are freely exchanged
and critically evaluated, and
where individuals take an active
role in bettering themselves and
their communities.
This is a lofty goal but at the
same time easily attainable. Each
and every one of us has to care.
We each need to leave Clemson a
little better than we found it. All
of us need to get involved. Two
or three people cannot accomplish
this goal no matter what prestigious fellowships they win, but
together, united as one Clemson
Family, we can make this vision
a reality. Together, we can make
Clemson great.

After an eventful summer,
it's nice to be back in school.
Not only is it nice to be back in
school, it's really nice to be able
to say that it's good to be back in
school.
I can just hear
the outrage of my
former classmates
had I ever said this
in high school.
"Blasphemer!"
they would have
said. "How dare
you, being excited
to learn, to read, we hates you!"
But, thank goodness for college. It's all right to say how I
really feel; it's all right to be the
nerdy kid.
Maybe it has always been all
right, and it has just taken time
for me to become comfortable
with it.
I'm surprised to find that as I
get older, I learn more and more
new things about myself.
Even this summer, new experiences brought me new understanding of my obsessive nature
and my inherent ideologies.
Until this summer I had
never really had a roommate.
Freshmen year I was able to live
in a relatively large space with
my closest friend. It was a great
experience and relatively free of
surprises.
We liked the same shows and
the same foods. We had the same
habits.
But this summer I ended up
in a sublease with people I had
never met before (please think
twice before you sublease).
Wouldn't you know, too, these
roommates ended up being my
polar opposites.
I would clean the kitchen
and two hours later they would
explode spaghetti sauce all over
the walls, the floor and my clean
sheets, which they so kindly
removed from the washer for me.
I understand, mistakes happen,
but these folks didn't clean up
their own messes.
And I learned, boy did I learn,
that not only am I that gullible,
passive person who will do all
the work in a group, I am also
the girl who will take out the
garbage every night after it's
overflowing with empty meat
packages and a constant supply
of two-liter bottles.
To be fair, maybe my pre-emptive garbage emptying trained the
roommates to rely upon a helping
hand, but all I know for sure is
that by the end of the summer,
every time I left town I would
come home to many, little blue

Brian Eyink is a junior majoring in
economics. E-mail comments to
letters@TheTigerNews. com.

BRIEF PAWS

Bi-Lo bags filled with garbage
on the kitchen floor.
So, after three months, I
learned that I am obsessively
clean, that I will never sublease
again, and that I
am definitely not
CAROLINE good at confrontSTONE ing random folks
Editor in about dirtiness.
Chief
I learned the
most difficult lesson of my summer
during a visit with
my father in Texas.
I know that my father is extremely conservative. I have vaguely
been aware of this fact for many
years. However, I remember
clearly the day three years ago
that I said I didn't particularly
like the '80s, and he said that I
had committed sacrilege.
So, I knew that on my visit I
must not mention anything even
remotely political to my father.
I tried, really.
I was working on the article
about the freshmen class reading
and learned that apparently some
people are considering re-instating the draft.
I thought my father, who has
a military background, would be
a good person to ask about this
issue.
It was not a good idea.
Two hours later my father and
I were still arguing when he said
it. My own father said something
so embarrassing that I was rendered speechless.
"Well, I think we're in a holy
war," he said. "We should just
blow up all of those rag-heads."
I felt like I wanted to throw
up; I was so embarrassed, so disappointed.
I knew that he too was disappointed in me as well. He was
embarrassed for sharing his deepest thoughts, thoughts I hope are
based on fears of the unknown,
with a daughter who doesn't feel
the same as he does.
I don't know what the reconciliation is for my situation with
my father; I love him of course,
but I definitely don't agree with
him. In fact, I feel like we're so
far apart in ideologies that I can't
account for where it started.
All I know is that every day
I learn new things about myself
and with time come to terms with
their implications for my future
life.
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Authorities in Washington state recently found
a bear passed out after downing 36 cans of
beer. He may not compete with the average
college student, but the bear is still pretty cool.
The Iraqi soccer team has been tearing
through the Olympics and inspiring its nation
at the same time - success, win or lose.
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Two Chicago area Costco stores are now
offering caskets for sale. Thanks for the
thought, but that's just a little inappropriate.
Clemson moved up to No. 32 in the most
recent U.S. News ranking of public colleges
and universities. Rankings aren 't everything,
but they do reflect that we 're making progress.
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>^elcoiiie to Hattys Cove
Two miles from
campus and a
world apart.

Hart's Cove

With 1,600 feet of
private shoreline, boat
slips, sand volleyball
courts, pool, fitness

Located on the shores of

center, and outdoor patio

Lake Hartwell and

with fireplace, Hart's

secluded by miles of

Cove is truly a world

hardwood forest, lies

apart. And yet, it is just

Clemson's only lakefront

two miles from campus.

student living. Hart's

From the solitude of its

Cove is a private gated

setting to the warmth of

community of spacious

its residents, Hart's Cove

two-, three-, and four-

provides an opportunity

suite condominiums.

like no other.

Each suite features it own
private bath and highspeed internet access.

Comfort • Security
Seclusion
v 2-, 3-, & 4-suite condominiums
v Private baths
v High speed internet
v Secure gated entrance
v Enhanced sprinkler protection
■Hflij

-->■

v Lighted common areas
v 1,600 feet of private lakefront
v On-site management
v Pool, fitness center, outdoor

For more information
on leasing a suite at Hart's Cove, contact
Advantage Property Management at

864-654-3333

patio/fireplace

Join us for an open house
with free food and drinks
every Wednesday from 5-7pm.

Hart's Cove
^/%w <ftat/. £yi<w dwedfa.
"Pending approval from (he U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

We're not just coupons!
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YOUR INSIDE GUIDE TO ENTERTAINMENT

ON THE

PROWL

BY GABRIELLE LAHATTE

School is starting again and that means lazy
summer days are ending. However, that does not
mean we can't reminisce about what happened
this summer. It has been proven that warmer
weather causes people to be more adventurous.
Unfortunately things did not go as planned for
some of our students this summer. Enjoy!
"This summer 1 decided to go out to dinner with
my ex-boyfriend. Things went extremely well, and
I started wondering why we weren't still together.
After an intense kiss and realizing we did not have
other plans, we decided to continue things where
we had left off. There was a local park nearby so
we decided to check it out. Everything seemed
fine until a car drove by and turned around. At
this point, I thought it was a cop, but then the car
pulled up next to us and there were no lights on
top.
Confused, we stopped and watched some
woman get out of the car and search her car until
she found what turned out to be a flashlight. She
proceeded to come over and knock on the window
and ask us what we were doing. Coyly, I said,
"Just making out," which didn't satisfy her at all.
She begins to lecture us about how we shouldn't
be out here at night, how the park is closed, and
if we're doing what she thinks we were doing, we
shouldn't be doing it in a car. She continues to
talk about how she got knocked up at seventeen
and how it could happen to me. She finally stops
and says that she is going to leave and wait by the
entrance to make sure we leave.
We quickly leave, but the damage was already
done. Our nighttime visitor had completely
destroyed the mood."
"During the summer, I had asked a friend over
just to hook up. My bedroom is in the basement
and no one was home or coming home anytime
soon, so it was perfect — or at least so I thought.
While we were having sex, my fourteen-year-old
brother and his friend walked in the back door of
the basement which is directly across from my
bed. I was on top so I quickly dropped down and
tried to pull the covers up, but she did not realize
that they had walked in and was really confused
when I told her to be quiet. As my brother started

to walk away
towards
the
steps,

my

friend began
to scream, "Why
did you stop? 1
almost got off! Put
it back in and keep
going!" My brother
turns around and
looked at me with
the most confused
face ever, and I just
looked at him, smiled and kept
going. Afterwards, I asked him if he knew what
was going on, he said "I think so," and I said,
"Well, that's how you do it."
"This summer I started working for Blockbuster
back home. There was an assistant manager who
worked during some of my shifts that I was
extremely attracted to, both physically and emotionally. A week after I meet him, he asked me to
come over to his apartment to watch a movie. I
didn't think much of it, so I really wasn't receptive
to his invite.
However, the next week he actually asked me to
go to the movies. I decided what the heck, and we
went out. Things went well and a few weeks later
while I was stocking candy in the backroom, he
came back to make sure I had everything. Before
I knew it, I was up against the wall engrossed in
a serious make-out session. Things ended quickly
when there was a knock at the door. Thankfully
the doors automatically locked, or things could
have gotten nasty.
The next day at the end of my shift, the store
manager asked me to come into her office. I was
a little confused by her inexplicable expression,
thinking "What the hell does she want?" As soon
as the door shut, she quickly broke the ice and said
that I need to cut out the inappropriate behavior on
company time. I quickly remembered the cameras
and feared for my job. Luckily, my boss laughed
it off and told me she'd see me tomorrow at work.
But to this day, I wonder what my boss really
thinks of me."

DO YOU KNOW THE SIGNS OF ALCOHOL POISONING?

Make sure to head to the theater
this weekend to check out one of
this weekend's many new releases.
New films this weekend include:
"Suspect Zero," "SuperBabies:
Baby Geniuses 2," "Anacondas:
The Hunt for the Blood Orchid,"
"Hero" and in limited release,
"The Brown Bunny."
Feel like hearing some live
music? Here are some concerts
within driving distance that are
happening soon: Remains of
the Day and Honestly will be
at Pitcher's in Clemson tonight;
Butch Walker at Variety Playhouse
in Atlanta tonight; Clint Black at
Chastain Park Ampitheatre tomorrow in Atlanta; The Drive-By
Truckers will perform tonight and
Saturday at the 40 Watt Club in
Athens; Blue Dogs are at the Esso
Club Saturday; The Lackies and
The Republicant's will play the
Joint on Saturday; John Mayer
and Maroon 5 at the HiFi Buys
Ampitheatre in Atlanta Aug. 29;
Phantom Planet will be performing at the Cotton Club Aug. 30 in
Atlanta; The Brooks Center will
play host to Rockapella Aug.
30; Hatebreed will be at Ground
Zero in Spartanburg Aug. 30;
Brandston and Further Seems
Forever are playing at the Cotton
Club Aug. 31; Spencer Rush
plays Aug. 31 at Wild Wing Cafe
in Greenville; Lynard Skynard

will be at the Upper S.C. State
Fair Sept. 6.
Interested in a different form
of entertainment? Mock Turtle
Soup will perform its show of
the semester tonight in Lee 111.
Come see this comedy improv
complete with short form games
and audience participation. The
show begins at 8 p.m.
There are many new music
releases this week for your listening pleasure. Albums to be
released on Aug. 21 include: LL
Cool J's "The Definition," Insane
Clown Posse's aptly titled "Hell's
Pit," Papa Roach's "Getting
Away with Murder," Jill Scott's
"Beautifully Human: Words and
Sounds Vol. 2," Ray Charles's
last studio album "Genius Loves
Company," Bjork's "Medulla,"
"Passion of the Christ: Songs
of Inspiration," Danzig's "Circle
of Snakes" and the soundtrack to
"Resident Evil: Apocalypse."
Films to be released on DVD or
VHS this week include: "The
Passion of the Christ," directed
by Mel Gibson; "50 First Dates,"
starring Adam Sandier and Drew
Barrymore; "Lion King 2:
Simba's Pride;" "Twisted;" starring Ashley Judd, "South Park:
The Passion of the Jew;" "Star
Trek: The Original Series — The
Complete First Season;" and
Richard Linklater's "Slacker."

Are you an experienced sports
photographer?
Wanna get involved at The Tiger?

©©©©©

Email Emily at
ecaggia@clemson.edu

♦ Confusion, stupor, coma, or person cannot be roused
♦
♦
♦
♦

Vomiting
Seizures
Slowed or irregular breathing
Low body temperature, bluish skin, paleness

WHAT YOU SHOULD AND SHOULDN'T DO
DO know the signs and symptoms
DO get help immediately - Call 911 or the campus police and your RA
DO roll the person on his or her side to prevent choking
DO ensure that airways are clear of vomit
DO gather as much info as possible about how much alcohol the person

may have consumed
DON'T put the person in a cold shower
DON'T allow the person to sleep it off - sleeping is very different
from being passed outll
DON'T try to exercise the person
DON'T worry about getting the person into trouble - saving a life is
much more important!!

CLEMSON
UNIVERSITY

DEADLINE TO APPLY FOR
DECEMBER 2004 GRADUATION
IS SEPTEMBER 7, 2004
1) Obtain a diploma application from Enrolled
Student Services, 104 Sikes Hall for
undergraduate students and 104D Sikes Hall
for graduate students.
2) Make fee payments) in Bursar's Office.
3) Return completed application to Enrolled
Student Services, 104 Sikes for undergraduate
students and 104D Sikes Hall for graduate
students.
Note: Providing the information requested on the
application, paying any fees, and returning the
completed application to Enrolled Student Services
property notifies the University that you desire to be
a candidate for graduation.
Additional Note*

FRIENDS HELP FRIENDS MAKE HEAL THY DECISIONS
FOR MORE INFO CALL: 656-0532

•

The December Graduation Ceremony will be held
on Thursday, December 16 at 11:00 a.m. in
Lhtlejohn Coliseum.

Brought to you by the Office of Health Education
and the Clem son Community Coalition

•

Anyone applying after the announced dates will
be charged an initial late fee of $25 with an
additional charge of $5 each day thereafter.
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Many elements define Indie
KATIE SHOLLER

TAILGATING SPOTS

Staff Writer
"Indie" is s term that has been
thrown carelessly about recently,
and the indie realm can certainly
be a confusing one. This article
will guide you through the basics.
However, before continuing, you
must accept the following conditions:
1. If you don't own a white belt, you
will soon.
2. A film does not have to have a plot
to be good.
3. Vinyl is good. Even if you're
not sure why, accept it as truth and
rejoice.

ARE YOU READY FOR SOME FOOTBALL?: 77*e Esso Club remains a favorite
tailgating spot for pre- and post-game celebration.
KELLY GILLESPIF

Staff Writer
Clemson students, fans and
alumni have one thing in common
— their devotion toward Clemson
football and tailgating. In a matter of weeks Clemson alumni,
parents and fans will gather from
all around, turning the town of
Clemson a complete 180 from
its summer scene. Thousands of
enthusiasts will be tailgating and
about 80,000 of them will fill
Death Valley.
They say there is an art for
everything, and while walking
around game day you should see
a few tailgating masterpieces.
Here's the top five:
5. Anywhere parents or families
are:
This is a must hit! Parents
always love it when their son
or daughter comes by with their
friends. I get a vibe they feel sorry
for college students for no longer
having "home-cooked meals" and
money. Therefore, they are always
generous with the food and drinks.
I normally spend a lot of my time
tailgating here, and after a few
hours some parents can be quite
entertaining. It's even funnier
when one of your friends is dancing with them!
4. Intramural fields:
The intramural fields are a nice
blend of families, college students
and are close to the stadium.
People get here at 6 a.m. to kick
off their day. There is a particular
tailgate to check out — they have
a pseudo "Rock" along with an
astro turf playing field and an
orange van. One of my favorite
things about the intramural fields
is watching the little kids running around playing football and
sliding down hills on cardboard
boxes. What's even better is when
one of you friends decides to give
it a try and he gets mud all over
his outfit.

3. Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity
House:
The Pi Kap House always goes
"all out" for football games. There
is usually a band playing, mainly
'80s cover bands (which are my
favorite), and you will probably see
plenty of sorority girls dancing the
best they can. People are always
out having a good time, some more
than they should. Hopefully no one
will ever see you crawling home.
2. Explorer's:
I honestly don't tailgate here
very often, but I do remember having fun here. The wings are one of
my favorite things about Explorers,
besides Mete behind the bar. With
Mete (pronounced maytay) there's
more than meets the eye, the
Turkish native is also quite the
karaoke singer. You can catch
him in live performances every
Tuesday at TD's and Wednesday
at the Esso Club. Every time I've
walked passed Explorer's on game
day it's packed, and people never
leave. I think a lot of people from
Conway tailgate there, so if that's
where you're from, that might be
an incentive to check it out.
1. Esso Club:
The Esso Club is my No. 1 place
to tailgate, and what a coincidence,
last year it was also rated No. 1
in Sports Illustrated. The Esso
Club gets a diverse crowd, from
dogs and children to grandparents,
adults and of course college students. There is always some form
of music entertainment, either a DJ
or band.
People stay there, or at least I
always end up staying until we
are forced to leave. Beware, you
never know who you will run into
there. Because it's always a pleasant surprise to see your boss from
high school in good form dancing
with his wife to "Shake Yo Tail
Feather," but she's really shaking
her tiger tail because it's connected
to her overalls. Adults are always
out there dancing to rap music, and
I can't help but laugh, is

Do you like to draw?

These are the basic rules of the
underground. They get more complex, but before venturing too far,
you must be warned of the most
common trap, more important and
more meaningful than all of the rules
combined: the vintage abyss.
"Vintage" is a term used on everything from denim to music — and it
means nothing. A band today could
have more musical credibility than
the Beatles, but they will never be
better, simply because the Beatles
are the Beatles and the contemporary band is just another contemporary band. The Beatles revolutionized music, and any musicians that
try to sound like them, regardless of
talent, will never be able to do that.
It's already been done.
A better example: hippies. A hippie from the 1960s may have been
unruly and foul-smelling, but at least
they had a reason (a reason for being
a hippie, not being smelly). Most
latter-day hippies I've encountered
aren't protesting Vietnam or any

Call us at 656-2150

other social cause; they're just calling themselves hippies as an excuse
to wear tie-dyed clothing and abuse
substances.
The "vintage" doesn' end there.
Let's examine the obsession with
polka-dots, pearls and wingtips
— the flapper era, the roaring '20s.
Fitzgerald, moonshine in a bathtub:
they were divine. They were also
breaking barriers. Fake pearls on a
ribbon from Target might be pretty,
but they don't mean anything to
anyone.
Lastly, most recently, and most
ridiculous: the return to the 1980s.
That was an ugly decade, full of
last-ditch efforts to make a statement
without a cause. And, really, is there
a better way to make a statement
than with bad music and clashing
colors?
Our good taste finally came to its
senses and put away the blue eye
shadow and hair spray (regardless
of gender), sold its Devo and Cyndi
Lauper vinyl, and forgot about those
mistakes for 10 years or so. But it
seems as though we have realized
that not everything from the '80s
was terrible. The Cars, the Smiths
the Cure (among others) were all
tiny beacons of talent in the Spandex
abyss of the '80s. So the Cure went
back on tour and Morrissey of the
Smiths released a new album ... but
what does the general public see?
Only more clashing colors and bad
music. The trendiest of the trendy
add insult to injury by wearing
the vintage "pearls" with clashing colors and maybe some hippie
Birkenstocks.
The '00s are a little confused. Is
it that we lack a cause? Isn't there
something that hasn't already been
done that can reflect the sociopolitical happenings of our great United
States?

Friend, I'm glad you asked.
Welcome to indie. More than white
belts, vinyl, and films, it's short for
"independent," a broad term which,
encompasses aB tha: isn"; mamstream. Things thai can be describee
as indie include (but are not limited
to) music, films, clothing, literature
and people. Though some may
argue, there is no defined look or
sound to indie; it simply encompasses the earnest underground
scene, fueled by art and expression
instead of the meandering, fickle
mainstream fueled by the noble
cause of capitalism.
If you are still confused about
indie, you must take two things from
this article:
1. Indie is ever-changing.
Regardless of what form it takes,
new indie is released every day, and
what's indie today may be passe
tomorrow. The internet will be your
friend after you become too cool for
your mainstream friends. It is an
endless source of knowledge and
indie music (whose artists generally condone the illegal acquisition
of music). Consult Pitchfork Media
(pitchforkmedia.com) for more
advice.
2. Indie is elitist (at least a little).
Have pride in the fact that you
watch, wear, read and listen to better
things than the general public! Make
it well-known! Be proud of the fact
that your choices are based on both
aesthetic appeal and substance. Of
course, there is no way to say that,
scientifically, an indie kid's taste is
better than the taste of the Average
Joe — but indie fans are scarce and
must defend their territory. The indie
kid is usually right, anyway. is

L MCCOHDTimcOut Editor

HIPSTER IN HIS NATURAL HABITAT: A local member of the Indie community examines a fine piece of vinyl for
scratches andfractures.
TiK-s-Sai. 11-7
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Contra dancing proves fun for all

University joins Napster
CRAIG WAGNER
Daily Nebraskan (U. of Nebraska)
(U-WIRE) Lincloln, Neb. Since January, Pennsylvania State
University has partnered with
Napster to provide free music to its
students.
On Tuesday the co-chairmen
of a committee of education and
entertainment leaders discussed a
report they will present to the U.S.
Congress on efforts to counter illegal file-sharing. The report outlined
Penn State's contract with Napster
as a legal way to share files.
Cary Sherman, president of the
Recording Industry Association of
America, said the partnerships were
proving successful.
"A year ago, no school had
formed a partnership with a music
service," Sherman said. Now 20
schools have made the contract and
more announcements are expected
soon, he said.
Vice Chancellor of Student
Affairs James Griesen said a music
service salesman contacted him
about a contract this summer, but he
wanted to see about student interest
this fall.
University officials are scheduled to meet next week to discuss
potential subscriptions. At Penn
State, what started in the spring,
as a 12,000 student pilot program,
is now campus-wide. "I think if
we tried to take it away at this
point there would be a rebellion,"
said Graham Spanier, president of
Pennsylvania State University.
Penn State received a discount
from Napster by paying for all
university network users. Neither
student fees nor tuition were raised
to pay for the service.
The file-sharing subscription service revealed unanticipated benefits
as well, he said. "What we're finding is faculty in the school of music
and others find that music is part of
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their integral course," Spanier said.
Faculty members were able to integrate the online resources into their
courses.
The partnership with Napster
brings no money in to Penn State.
The legal problems are sizable.
Starting in March the RIAA brought
158 lawsuits against enrolled college students at a total of 35 universities.
Sherman had no statistical data
to show this has been successful
at deterring illegal downloads, but
anecdotal evidence indicated "it has
a fairly significant effect on other
people at that university illegally
downloading."
Spanier believed the number
of students illegally downloading
at Penn State has declined dramatically. The subscription reduced
administrative and IT costs, and
had decreased the number of bogus
files as well as the risk of lawsuits,
Spanier said.
UNL Network Security Analyst
for Information Services Zac Reimer
knew of no lawsuits brought against
UNL students, but Information
Services had written many warning
letters to students violating copyright law. Most students comply
with the letters, and the university
has not shut off many computers,
Reimer said. But such a contract
could bring other concerns. To protect its network, Penn State had to
install more than 90 firewalls.
Reimer wondered at the potential cost of such a program being
instated at UNL. "One concern that
comes up is that at the same time
we would start blocking peer-topeer traffic that has legitimate use,"
he said.
"They could be using those firewalls to block other peer-td-peer
traffic."
In addition, if illegal downloads
could still go over the network the
university would continue to be susceptible to legal issues, he said.

AMANDA GURGANUS
Staff Writer
Have you ever felt that life is
judging you or that someone is
always waiting for you to mess
up? Have you ever been completely overwhelmed by the amount of
work college brings?
Well, there is an answer, an
escape that a few students have
found to get away from the expectations surrounding them, even if
it is only for one night.
This escape is called Contra
dancing and it is a fun, easy way
to forget about life for a while
and move freely to the beat of a
fantastic blend of bluegrass and
Celtic music. At River Falls Lodge
in Greenville County, people come
together from all over to join
together in one thing: the dance.
What is Contra dancing you
might ask? Although some call
it indescribable, it is a blend of
folk and square dancing where
couples form two long lines and
move through a series of steps
that progress each couple through
the entire line of people. A caller
explains the sequence of moves at
the beginning of each dance and
makes sure the rhythm continues
steadily.
At each gathering a live band
fills the atmosphere with an electric energy. Bands featured recently
include: County Farm, Air Dance
and Anam Cara. "Contra is a way
to meet nice and interesting people
while having fun" says Dani, a
dancer of four years. People join
in from all around the upstate, as
do visitors from Russia, Europe
and even the Czech Republic.
Contra dance has been around
for hundreds of years. It began
in France, where "contra" comes
from the word contrary (meaning across from your partner). It
reached its height in the 1950s,

AMANDA GURGANUS

NO SHAGGIN' GOIN' ON HERE: Severalfrequenters of the River Falls Lodge
can be seen here cutting a rug.
but is still hugely popular today.
Contra has been popular in
Asheville and Atlanta for years,
but came to Greenville about
10 years ago when owner Leon
Chapman turned an old campground on the mountain into a log
cabin dance hall.
A lot has been done in an effort
to improve the building over the
years, including the leveling of the
floor, renovation of the interior
and, most recently, the building of
a shelter onto the front of the building to provide a cover for dancers
to cool off outside — even when
it rains. It also holds the Monster
Mash each Halloween. "This place
still has a lot of work to do, but
it serves the purpose that these
people come here for, to enjoy the
dance and family-friendly environment that comes with it," says
Roger, a good friend of the owner
and a dancer of 20 years.
Contra dance is something anyone can do. "It is the only dance I

can do. It's fun and easy to learn,"
admits Crawford, a dancer of
almost two years. Truthfully, it
doesn't matter if one can dance
or not, one can quickly catch on
and it's still fun whether you're a
beginner or veteran. Everybody is
very helpful and will assist anyone
if they get lost in the dance.
The dance is about feeling the
music, not just going through the
motions. A veteran dancer of 24
years put it well: "Contra is a skill
of social interaction, not dance. It
is about the sweetness of the dance
and the kindness of people."
It is as easy and nice as that.
Dancing is a passion, a way to
break free from what pressure you
face. Contra dance is no different.
It is a way to move with the music
and forget about everything else
except what is happening in that
one moment. So let the passion
drive you and I'll see you at the
dance, -k
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Celts rock the nation Comedians demonstrate turtle power
KELLS HILDEBRANDT
Staff Writer

Celtic music isn't just about
Enya or one of the "Pure Moods"
compilation CDs. The upcoming
Carolina Celtic Music Festival is
out to prove that.
The festival will be held at
the Anderson County Farmer's
Market in downtown Anderson
on Saturday, Sept. 18, from 3 p.m.
until 11:30 p.m. The festival will
feature food from McGee's Irish
Pub and live entertainment.
Bands scheduled to play are
Seven Nations, the Prodigals, the
Charms and Carbon Leaf. The event
website, http://bellsouthpwp.net/c/
e/celticmusicfest, features music
and information about the scheduled artists. The schedule for order
of performance will be posted
soon.
The event was coordinated by
McGee's Irish Pub. Pub proprietors John and Dixie Benca, as
well as assistant manager Shane
Dowler, contacted the bands and
sponsors.
"The bands featured at the festival are possibly the four most
popular bands in Celtic rock right
now," say John Benca. "This is a
unique opportunity to see them in
one place at one time." Several of
the featured bands make regular
appearances at the pub, but they
have never performed together at
an event like this.
Seven Nations combines the
bagpipe, fiddle and guitar to create a sound all their own. Their
signature style of "driving modern
rock and foot-stomping traditional
music" has been widely acclaimed
throughout North America and
Europe.
The band has shared the
stage with such headliner artists
as Live, Violent Femmes and
Cowboy Mouth. They have also

been featured in Dewar's ads in
Rolling Stone and Maxim magazines. More information about the
band is available on the website:
www.sevennations.com.
The Prodigals, a self-described
"jig-punk" band, are known for
combining traditional Irish music
with punk.
The Manhattan-based group
has toured throughout the United
States, Canada and Europe. More
information about the band is
available at www.prodigals.com.
The Charms are an Atlanta-based
rock band known for incorporating
traditional Irish music into modern
music, and have a reputation for
making cover songs their own.
Carbon Leaf is known for incorporating a variety of influences
into their work. They're a little
bit Celtic, a little bit bluegrass, a
little bit Southern rock and a little
bit garage. The band's website is
www.carbonleaf.com. The website
features tour dates, biographies
and band merchandise.
The Celtic Music Festival will
be the first ever of its kind in
the Upstate. Tickets are $10 in
advance, and are expected to sell
out.
Tickets are available at McGee's
Irish Pub in Anderson. They can
be picked up in person at 116
West Orr St., ordered online
at
http://bellsouthpwp.net/c/e/
celticmusicfest, or by telephone at
(864)261-6401.
The event will be held rain or
shine and is expected to draw
between 1,500 and 3,000 people.
You are encouraged to bring a
lawn chair. If any tickets are left,
they will be sold for $15 the day
of the event. The gates will open
at 3 p.m., and the concert will kick
off at 4 p.m.
McGee's Irish Pub will also be
open the day of the event, serving up their signature Scotch-Irish
dishes and pub-grub, -k

JESSICA KEATON

Staff Writer
The lighthearted laughs of
improv comedy will return to
Clemson tonight when campus
improv group Mock Turtle Soup
presents its first performance of
the semester.
The show begins at 8 p.m.
in Lee 111. Admission is $5
per person at the door, and the
group offers a $l-off admission coupon on its Web site,
www.mockturtlesoup.org.
President
Bryan
Buckley
said newcomers to Mock Turtle
Soup's shows may expect a twopart format.
The first half of the show will
follow the style of "Whose Line
is It Anyway?" — Turtles will
play short improv games based
on suggestions from audience
members or other Turtles.
Some games require one-onone participation between Turtles
and the audience. In "What if
They Met,?" for example, Turtles
select two audience members and
ask them questions about their
lives.
Turtles then improvise a scene
about the two based on suggestions from the rest of the audience.
During the second half, the
group will play a longer game,
The Harold, in which Turtles take
a suggestion from the audience
and improvise a 20-minute skit
around that theme.
Buckley said that although The
Harold is one of the more challenging improv acts, the group
enjoys seeing what they can
accomplish during the skit.
"It's always fun to do something different — you never know
what you're going to get up there
and say," said Buckley. "We've
got some great quotes from it.

There are moments when you just
let yourself go."
While Turtles make up their
words and actions on the spot at
each show, the group has spent
hours this week preparing for the
show.
"There's kind of a technical
side to improv that we do at
most of the rehearsals," Buckley
explained.
"For some of the short-form
games, it's just a matter of learning the rules. For The Harold, it's
learning how to interact with one
another."
Turtle Dallas Tate said the
group is eager for tonight's show,
which begins Mock Turtle Soup's
third year as an organization at
Clemson.
"We're confident we can make
you laugh," Tate said.
For member Katie Jones,
tonight's performance will end
her stint as an improv performer
at Clemson. Jones graduated this
year and will be moving away
from the area.
Jones said she will miss her
days as a Turtle, but she feels

confident this year will bring
more success for the group.
"This is going to be an exciting
year for Mock Turtle Soup," said
Jones. "Everyone should come
out and see what they have in
store!"
Tonight's show also provides
an opportunity for Mock Turtle
Soup to promote its upcoming
auditions.
"We're very excited about getting new people," said Buckley.
"We'll be getting a new sense of
humor into the group."
Mock Turtle Soup will hold
auditions from 3 to 5 p.m. Aug.
29 and 9 to 11 p.m. Aug. 31 in
Brooks 108.
Interested students only need
to attend one audition, and no
acting or improv experience is
necessary.
Buckley said fans of improv
may look for three more shows
from Mock Turtle Soup this
semester.
The group will announce dates
of future shows on its Web site
and on fliers posted around campus, it
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EVERYONE SAY CHEESE!: Members ofMock Turtle Soup improvise what it
would be like to have a camera placed in front of them.

Interested in getting involved
in the production of TAP6?
Come to an informational drop-in
to learn more!
August 30 at 6:30- 8:00 p.m
We'll have free food and information
about becoming a
staff member!
TAD6 needs copy writers and photographers
Help us record the history of Clemson University!
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Making Somethi-i
By Brittany Walker, Staff Writer
Move-in day is tiring enough in itself for all of us, let alone trying to figure out how you want your dorm
room, or at least your half of it rather, to look. From rugs, to bed spreads and posters galore, here you'll find tips
about dorm room decor!
For many students getting ready to pack their bags and head for college, leaving the comforts of home is justified with one word - freedom. Moving into their own dorm room, no matter how small, allows them to pick out
decor that fits their unique style. Today's dorms have come a long way, and so
has the comfort and style level students expect, even though it may not measure up completely to the comforts of home. Most schools today have dorms
that are more like condos, with a central communal living space and separate
bedrooms. Students expect to have all the comforts of home in the dorm as
well: televisions, DVD players, audio systems, computers and microwaves.
Of course, everything that goes into a dorm room has to come out at the
end of the school year, so any decorating that a student does has to be eas55U accents college life very well.

Discoun

[{y removable.

Well, first things first, everyone knows that college students

are on a pretty tight budget so creativity spells F-A-B-U-L-O-U-S to a room. The creative

ft

touch is what makes a dorm room home along with, of course, your favorite stuffed animals that you have been
sleeping with since you were a toddler. Right?
Nine times out often, the furniture in dorm rooms is pretty simplistic and boring. If you want to add a little bit more seating space to a room, an oversized ottoman will do the trick. It can serve as a chair as well as a small
table for fixing those peanut butter and jelly sandwiches that become so famous during mid-terms and finals. Small
accessories like this can add a ton of personality to a room. A nice wastebasket or a cool desk lamp will do wonders
to your living quarters. Curtains, another additive, offer much opportunity in dressing up a room. You can add a

i

burst of color to a room with curtains, and it also tends to alter the "feeling" of a room. Studies have shown that
brighter colors have a positive effect on good moods within a room. Hence, positive relations with your roommate!

I

(Hey, c'mon you can always hope!) Remember, it is the little things that make a big impression!
Bedding is also a large portion of decor for a residence hall room. Complimenting colors with additional
color is the best way to add a little pizzazz to your room more so than matching colors. Use light colors with dark
colors in an interesting pattern rather than dark with dark or light with light. It is all about complimenting. Not
only is bedding a significant part in decorating, of course, wall decorating is one of the initial things that come to mind when decorating a room. But, when it comes
to walls ... um, yeah, there is a little problem. Most campus dorm rooms
are not allowed to be painted. So how are you going to change the color of
your room to fit your taste? Voila! There is a solution believe it or not. A
company called Environmental Graphics specializes in wall murals that are
easy to put up and just as easy to take down after the school year is over. The
wall murals are approximately 8 feet by 13 feet and can either be wrapped
around a corner or trimmed to fit any dorm room wall. They also come with
specially formulated paste that will not damage that "wall of boredom" that lies underneath. I know what you are
thinking ... How will I have the money to pay for this? Do not worry. We have got ya covered ...
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g Out of Nothing
By Amanda Gurganus, Staff Writer
Anticipation - it happens to everyone. You get so excited about coming back to school, about seeing friends
or making new friends, about activities and clubs and about all the possibilities the year can hold (except those pesky
classes of course). Then finally you arrive on this beloved campus, sign in and walk into your dorm room — you stop,
your heart drops as you look at the hole in the wall that you are expected to live in for the next year or so of your life.
Disappointment rises within you as you look around and feel the claustrophobia setting in - nothing but four bare walls, a couple of beds, desks and
wardrobe space that will hold a fraction of your clothes. You think, "How
am I ever going to live here?" Thankfully, this overwhelming feeling doesn't
last very long because then you realize that this has the potential to be fun;
you can decorate this bland and dreary room anyway you want and make
it exclusive for you. Not to mention, college is still college no matter how
bad your dorm room is and the year is still going to be a blast just like you
een browsin

thought. Somehow, before you know it, the place that made you cringe at

Sfor accessories m an antique shop.

first sight becomes home. Just remember what everyone tells you is true — the dorm
is what you make it, so don't be afraid to hang your posters all over the wall and include something that makes it spe--f cial and unique.

A.

The problem with all this is after that first trip to Wal-Mart and buying books for classes there may not be
very much left in your bank account to spruce up your room. This stereotype is true after all — a lot of us are the typi
cal broke college students and don't have a lot of extra money to spend on decorating. However, don't despair; there

I

are still ways to get your hands on some extremely distinctive items to personalize your room.
Get a hold of a local newspaper — you can find them at convenient stores or grocery stores around town. Then
turn to the classified section where you will find advertisements for yard sales and auctions. This is a great way to get
your hands on some cheap decorative items like pictures, books, kitchen supplies and even furniture. Most everything
is decently priced and if it is not to your liking you can often negotiate with the seller for a better deal. In the end, you
are helping yourself out by getting some awesome one-of-a-kind accessories and you are helping the seller by clearing out

' market

his unwanted items. Remember the saying: one man's junk is another man's treasure.
If you cannot get a hold of a newspaper or there are not any good sales going on, there is always the old
back, the Salvation Army and thrift stores. Now, I know a lot of people think that you can only go there if you are
underprivileged — I used to think that myself — but it is not true. You can find a lot of nice
things at the Salvation Army that are in very good condition. There are
also a lot of items that aren't in great condition, but that you could buy
cheap and fix up: paint a table and then stencil decorations on it, get a
small couch and find a tapestry or appealing cloth and use it as a cover or
fix up old lamps — the possibilities are endless. You can find record covers
to plaster on the walls or find a new idea that no one has thought of yet.
There are endless possibilities to make a dorm a home and all are
doable with a little effort and a lot of imagination. Affordability is a problem

*-p-~^olkge student, fantion over form is no

that most college students face at some time or another and for many of us,
it is a constant battle to keep our head above water. However, this can make decorating your dorm room all the more
rewarding when you not only make something out of nothing, but you do it on a tight budget as well. Only after recreating your "blah" white-washed walls into an original work of art can you truly call them dorm-sweet-dorm.
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Live sharks bring thrills to moviegoers
* $ $ tt '«
OPEN WATER
Lion's Gate Films
Released: Out Now

MICHAEL HUNLEY

Staff Writer
Despite the phenomenon that was
"The Blair Witch Project" in the
summer of 1999, many viewers were
left unscathed and unperturbed (and
a more than a little queasy) from the
low-budget horror film that required
audiences to use their imaginations
to get the biggest scares. But don't
let the similarities between "Blair
Witch" and the new film "Open
Water" scare you away from this
new shark drama. While it does feature many terrors that the audience is
not able to see, that's where "Water"
gets its biggest thrills.
Vacationing from their hectic lives
and jobs, Susan and Daniel (newcomers Blanchard Ryan and Daniel
Travis) go on a scubadiving trip in
the Bahamas, where they hope to get
closer to one another and simply just
relax. During their exploration of the
ocean floor, however, the tour group,
leaves Susan and Daniel in the water,
in the middle of nowhere, alone.
And then the sharks come.
Many sharks. But as we all know
from "Shark Week" and National
Geographic, sharks rarely attack
humans and tend to stay away from
them. But as the hours pass by and

the couple floats along, they become
dehydrated, tired, hungry, nauseous
and hurt, which to a shark resembles
a wounded fish — something they
do attack.
Directed, written, shot and edited
by the husband-wife team of Chris
Kentis and Laura Lau, "Water" has
been compared not only to "Blair
Witch," because of its low-budget,
but also to "Jaws" thanks to the
abundance of sharks in the film.
This Sundance Film Festival favorite, however, stands apart because
it focuses more on the emotional
qualities of the main characters than
anything else.
It quite subtly manages to burrow
into viewers' own deep recesses of
fear, and thanks to the claustrophobic, digital camera shots, one feels
like they are actually stuck in the
ocean with the poor souls.
Ryan and Travis handle their roles
very well for such unknown actors.
(The biggest credits for both actors
were guest spots on "Sex and the
City"). While they do have to spout
some pretty hackneyed dialogue,
once they get in the water they prove
to be very assured and strong actors.
They perfectly capture the couple's
waning optimism as the boat never
comes back to rescue them and the
sharks begin to take nips at their
legs.
And did I mention the sharks
were real? Because Kentis and
Lau couldn't afford to create any
computer-generated sharks — their
budget was an estimated $130,000,
compared to the $75 million budget of "The Bourne Supremacy"

PHOTO COURTESY LAURA L

WE'RE GONNA NEED A BIGGER BOAT: Newcomers Blanchard Ryan and Daniel Travis thrash about as live sharks
swarm around the chum placed beneath them.
— like "Deep Blue Sea" or "Finding
Nemo," or even animatronics like
"Jaws," they got the next best thing:
real ones. Ryan and Travis wore
chain mesh around their legs to keep
sharks away. They were supervised
and watched at all times, but Kentis
still threw chum in the water to attract
the great white beasties. Genius or
masochism? You be the judge. But
essentially one of the creepiest things
about the film is actually seeing the

sharks swim around, because it's so
odd and spooky seeing a real shark
without narration from some washed
up actor on The Discovery Channel.
There are certain superbly made
scenes where your skin will crawl
with anxiety and dread, particularly
towards the end during a nighttime
thunderstorm. The couple floats
along, feeling things brush up against
their legs repeatedly, and they — and
the viewer — can only see when

lightning strikes, showing several
sharks circling around them. It's an
extremely intense and heart-pounding scene.
Even if it doesn't attain the level
of phenomenon that "Blair Witch"
reached, "Open Water" is a superb
little thriller that quite simply throws
all other recent horrors and thrillers ("Alien vs. Predator" and "The
Exorcist: The Beginning" included)
out of the water. *

Metallica's therapy sessions put damper on creativity
*
SOME KIND OF MONSTER EP
Metallica
Released: Out Now

BRANDON BILINSKI

Staff Writer
Thank goodness for the summer release of the new Metallica

Planet Comics
Anderson, <SC
261-3578

documentary, "Some Kind of
Monster." It allows for the world
to be blessed with the hilariously
wretched "Some kind of Monster
EP." The only appropriate analogy
that I can create for this amalgamation of auditory garbage is in
reference to the dining halls during exam week. Harcombe, for
example, will present you with
one main dish that no one really
enjoyed in the first place (the
reason why so much of it is left

The Newsstand
102 N. Clemson Ave.
654-2210

over). Then in an effort to console
the angry masses, Harcombe will
bring out many favorite meals like
corn dogs and chicken nuggets,
but the food always ends up tasting like it's been sitting out for
weeks. This EP is similar in many
respects.
The
opening track is an
eight
minute
testament
to
why "St. Anger"
was such a
stinker.
Hey
Lars, I know
the evil socialist
children
of the digital
age stole your
music by means
of the accursed
Napster, but did
they somehow
steal your talent and drum
production as
well? I've heard
better
sounding drums on
Doug Funnie's
rendition of the
Beets' classic,
"Banging
on
a Trash Can,
Strumming on
a Street Light." It appears "Some
Kind of Monster" was mixed in
James Hetfield's rehab clinic,
which isn't known for its studio
recordings. In all seriousness
though, the title track is awful
on the whole, so let's skip to the
songs that were once good.
Now, I'm not one of those guys
who say that Metallica lost it when
they cut their hair.
The lead singer of Iron Maiden
went shear crazy with his hairdo,

and he still writes good music.
Eddie Vedder decided that he'd be
a better man with a cropped hair
style, and Pearl Jam hasn't slowed
down. Demi Moore churned out
an Oscar-worthy performance
when she shaved her hair short
for "G.I. Jane." Then again, that's

comparing it to "Striptease," but
I digress. All of the Rogaine in
the world won't bring us another
"Kill 'Em All." The six older
songs on this album were recorded
live at a show from 2003, but
if you really want to hear what
these songs sound like, dust off
your '80s Metallica vinyls and
put them on your record player.
Now slow down the playback, add
scratchy feedback and remove all
emotion from Hetfield's voice.

Congratulations, you just saved
$8.99!
You may be asking, "But
Brandon, these metal classics
can't be butchered that badly, can
they?" Let's take for example one
of my all time favorite Metallica
songs, "Ride the Lightning." The
live version is about 20
beats per second slower
than the original, and
it sounds as though it
was recorded through
Macaulay Culkin's Talk
Boy from the first "Home
Alone" film.
If that isn't enough
to deter you, let me
relay a little lyrical
sample. "Death in the air,
strapped to the electric
chair. I forgot the f***ing
words." Oh James, you
are a lyrical genius! How
could you possibly forget
the words to one of your
best songs? What's that?
You've got more where
that came from? Do tell!
"Is this a crazy dream,
or is this just a dream?"
James
Hetfield,
you
say? More like William
Shakespeare Jr.!
The closing song is
actually a short version
of the opening song, which means
it torments your eardrums for only
half the time. This review isn't as
much a warning for listeners as it
is a plea to Metallica. For the sake
of your fans and your first five
albums, please stop now. All apologies, however, go to Harcombe
Dining Hall. Even after one bad
meal, they can always return with
Wing Night, but Metallica will
never release another "Master of
Puppets." •
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WSBF Concert
Friday, August 27, 2004
8 p.m. - FREE
Bands:
UBERTOT ffrom Washington, DCJ
- noise, terror-core
EMOTRON ffrom ATLJ
- techno emo
We vs The Shark ffrom AthensJ
- indie-dance rock
In the amphitheater
Cn Campus students, tune in tc Channel 1C fer
the rest cf Aueust and beginning off September
tc catch these mcvies:

13 it ins cn 30
rill Bill Vcl. 1 and 2
The Dig Ecunce
Starsky and Hutch
The Perfect Sccre
Also, anyone interested in annearinn on
CCN's new DATING SHOW should contact
■\iinnir at Ktanaka@clemson.edu.
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Book continues Bug Man series
*

$ * *
CHOP SHOP
Tim Downs
Released: Out Now

BETW WESTEREN

Staff Writer
Even in today's crime savvy world
of CS1 and Law and Order, forensic
entomology is not something most of
us know much about or care to know
much about. That hasn't stopped
author Tim Downs from basing a
series of books on a forensic entomologist though. The latest installment
in his Bug Mar. series is the crime
thriller "Chop Shop." Nick Polchak
returns as the lead character who
continues getting into trouble thanks
to maggots, flies and mosquitoes.
About 50 pages into the 350-page
novel, I was sure that I had the plot
figured out. I nearly put it down
because I was so disappointed that the
author had been so predictable. As it
turns out, I only knew part of the story.
There were more than enough plot
twists to keep the shrewdest reader
guessing up until the end. In fact, so
much happens that I can reveal very
little about the story line other than
that while on vacation, a forensic
pathologist named Riley McKay
enlists Polchak's help to answer some
questions from the office. From there,
everything unravels.
One aspect of the book that I especially liked was that the hero was
so un-hero-like. A guy who means

insects when he refers to his species and wears Coke bottle glasses
is no Indiana Jones, no matter how
you look at it. Nick Polchak is an
unlikely lead character: he's a professor at NC State, lives with his mother
in Pennsylvania in his off-time (or
when he is put on leave of absence
for dissecting a sleeping student) and
keeps poisonous spiders for pets.
But Downs does a wonderful job of
making him endearing as a character,
though I'm sure if you met him on the
street, you wouldn't think him charming at all.
I think most readers would think
an author remiss if he didn't write in
the ubiquitous love interest between
the hero and heroine. Downs doesn't
disappoint in this area, either.
However, because Polchak is such an
unorthodox character, the romance is
anything but typical. It is refreshing
to see characters interact with real
flaws; it is quite easy to believe that
a forensic entomologist would have
serious social deficits. But Polchak is
enjoyable, nonetheless.
There were only a few points that
bothered me about this book. First
of all, within the first quarter of the
book many of the characters are introduced. However, in many cases their
importance to the story is not evident
right away or for another two hundred
pages. I had a hard time keeping the
names straight for a while, and by the
time they came up I had completely
forgotten their background story. I
don't think it took away from the
rest of the story, but after I finished
the book I remembered details that
would have brought another dimen-

sion to the characters had I remembered it earlier.
The first book in Downs' Bug Man
series is "Shoofly Pie." Somewhere
between putting down the trashy
novels of summer reading and diving
into the textbooks of fall semester,
pick up one or both of the books
in this series. This book stimulates
the intellect without overwhelming
you with information. All scientific
aspects are thoroughly explained but
do not detract from the flow or pace
of the story. In fact, it only took me
a few hours to finish. While I don't
anticipate it winning a Pulitzer, or
changing your life, both are worth
a read. Maybe instead of watching
CSI this week, you can get through
a couple chapters of "Chop Shop."
Chances are once you start it, you'll
want to finish it. if

Sisters splash into biz with great debut
♦*

$ •
«» *
«» €* *
SCISSOR SISTERS
Scissor Sisters
Released: Out Now

MICHAEL HUNLEY

Staff Writer
Albums don't come as wonderfully entertaining as Scissor Sisters'
self-titled debut album. A fresh,
vibrant combination of disco, sensual
ballads, pop-rock and glam-rock, the
New York-based band has earned
fame in Great Britain earlier this
year with their album,
which finally received
an American release late
in July.
One of the most distinct
aspects of the album is the
band's sound. Whether
sounding like '70s Elton
John (John is a fan himself) or a mid-'80s pop
band (think the offspring
of Wham and Frankie
Goes to Hollywood) with
an equal measure of disco/
cabaret/Electric Six-ish
mix thrown in, each song,
led by the flamboyantly
commanding Jake Shears,
is an instantly addictive
and repeatable piece.
Shears, in fact, can be
credited as the best thing
about the album. With a
high range of vocal ranges
— mainly sticking on
helium-high — Shears is undeniably
camp and outrageous, but still charmingly so, handling such eclectic songs
like the delicate "Mary" and the sexy
"Lovers in the Backseat" with equal
aplomb and talent, surprising for such
a newcomer.

The group has been getting some
strong notices during the summer
with their track "Take Your Mama,"
a fun, highly danceable song that not
only has a great beat, but also a very
funny little story behind it, something
which most popular pop singers can't
brag that they have (ahem, Hilary
Duff— seriously, can she even identify what her songs are about?).
In fact, each song has a well-toned
and intelligent message, and it's quite
refreshing to hear a song with such a
great style and an important meaning
behind it. For example, the fantastic
song "Tits on the Radio" says something great about the unfortunate
censorship sweeping our current
culture, while several other songs,

like "Laura" and "Take Your Mama,"
give a fine examination of the current
gay lifestyle. But don't think that the
album's whole purpose is to produce
cultural commentaries. There is still
a general sense of camp that stops it
from becoming too serious (check out

their kitschy music videos) that will
make them dance club mainstays for
a long time. And it can be said that
one might have some trouble taking
a song performed by band members
Paddy Boom and Babydaddy too
seriously — but think, we helped
Billy Ray Cyrus become famous in
the early '90s ... and he had a mullet!
Another highlight, the Sisters'
cover of Pink Floyd's classic
"Comfortably Numb," is completely
their own — an odd techno-ish beat
with a style that's a strange combination of Devo, Fleetwood Mac and
Alvin and the Chipmunks. It's perhaps one of the most original covers
of a classic song, but it still keeps the
poignancy and superb style
of the Floyd's classic.
Despite a superb first
half, the rest of the CD fails
to dazzle as the previous
songs, but there are still
numerous gems. "Filthy/
Gorgeous" is an appropriate title for the track, and
its groovy, electro-funk
rhythm is great fun. But
songs like "It Can't Come
Quickly Enough" and
"Return to Oz" are not as
entirely memorable as the
rest of the album. For the
outrageous, head-bopping
pieces that Scissor Sisters
will most likely be remembered for, look no further
than "Music is the Victim"
or "Better Luck."
A remarkably assured
debut, one can predict great
things to come from Scissor
Sisters, and hopefully a stronger and
wider fan base will help push it to the
popularity it deserves. Soon, it will
be impossible for one not to hear a
Sisters song on the radio or the gym,
and it'll be even more impossible to
get those songs out of your head. *

Infiltration and
life's little checklist
Another summer has passed
and another pile of things can
be crossed off my life's to-do
list — a cross-country drive, a
job in Hollywood, visits with
celebrities, an appearance in a
music video and oh yeah, free
room and board in the form of
a night in jail (no charges were
filed, but word to my homeys
in cell block D). nonetheless,
I am back in Clemson, ready to
fill your minds
with heaps of
entertainment
goodness. We're
trying
some
new things in
TimeOut and are
always open to
suggestions for
improvement.
I've learned in
my time in Clemson that the
best way to bring about change
is to infiltrate an organization
and take it down from the
inside.
Infiltration is actually how I
got into my current position as
TimeOut editor. A year ago this
week I decided I was fed up
with the state of entertainment
writing at the Tiger and attended my first TimeOut meeting.
I then proceeded to write my
first article ever (on the subject
of beer no less), and since then
I've become addicted to the
novelty of this thing called
the English language and have
written close to 40 articles.
Now I spend ungodly amounts
of time each and every week
planning and putting together
this brilliant rag you are holding in your hands. I'm not say
that my writing has improved
any, but it's definitely something I've gotten more comfortable doing. I'm now able
to digress and regress over and
over without worrying about
any sort of bodily harm that
may fall upon myself due to
my thoughts and opinions.
Okay so now that's off my
chest it's time to explain the
cryptic introduction. At the
end of spring semester, I had
no job and nothing to do. I also
had free place to live in Los
Angeles. So I moved most of
my belongings into garages,
packed my tiny two-door coupe
with as many necessary items
as possible and drove across
the country. The odd thing
about driving from one coast
to another is that there are so
many possible routes that don't
necessarily take you out of the
way. I printed off about 15 dif-

ferent maps with different daily
destinations and decided to just
wing it through Texas for a
couple days. (Before my first
day's destination of southern
Louisiana, however, my car
was searched and the officer
actually gave me "the guns"
while asking if I had any weapons in my car.)
After zigzagging through the
desert for four days I ended up
lost in afternoon
L.A.
freeway
traffic but finally made it to my
summer home
— a friend's
beach apartment.
The summer was
mine to be had
in paradise, but I
had no idea what
to do with my time. Luckily, I
called up a director and got a
job working on the production
end of a music video. They
needed more extras so I stood
in as "guy on beach talking
on cell phone." The very next
week, a producer friend of
mine set me up with another
producer who needed an intern.
My summer was set, though the
idea of a 20-mile, hour and a
half commute was a bit frightening. Through this internship,
I was actually able to visit the
home of a big movie star and
have a very strange conversation about my arm hair. (The
strangest events are always the
best.) I also got to attend a cool
premier and hang out at the
after-party at an unnamed bar
(which is uber-cool if you've
seen "Swingers").
What I'm trying to convey
(though in an utterly roundabout way) is that as the year
begins and so many opportunities are shoved in your faces,
take the time to try as many
of them as you possibly can.
Chances are there to be taken,
not passed up. If I hadn't taken
the advice of my producer
friend (who I met through the
newspaper gig) and gone out
on a really long limb, I would
have missed out on the adventures of a lifetime. So start the
year off right. Go out and take
the strangest chance you could
possibly take. You never know
where it might lead.
Daniel McCord is a senior majoring in Mechanical Engineering.
He enjoys sticking it to the man
and being chastizedfor his poor
writing abilities.

Do you wear pink shoelaces?
Do you use the word Indie a
lot?
My guess is you'd fit in well at
TimeOut.
Call us at 656-2150 for a
position with us.
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The Lollipop King

by Alex Lay

The Doom Squad

by Alex Lay
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Poisonous snake
Breaking sound
Snare
Sandwich
Off-Broadway
award
Cheep
Sleeve (2 wds.)
Remove by surgery
Throat infection
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Father
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Dual
Escape by flying
Minnesota (abbr.)
Slave
Morning moisture
Turkey
Wrath
Truant
Inappropriate
Roman statesman
Good restaurant rat
ing (2 wds.)
Souvenir
Position
Spanish "one"
Cincinnati baseball
team
Swats

Mountain Standard
Time
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The alphabet
Coin machine
Grouse
Drenched
BB association
Sky
Animal name (2
wds.)
Prod
Northwest by north
Cause of sickness
Non_
Posttraumatic stress
disorder
Group
Government agency
Female sheep
Impose
Dale
Bang down
Dirt road
Darkly
Animal without a
home
Ne
End
Now, or else!
Dress
Onto
Row
Melt
Last preteen birth
day
Flurry
After suns.
Attack
Little Mermaid's
love
Go back
Layers
Waterless
Courts
Pots
Ride a horse
Bard's before
Roman three
Ex-serviceman

Horoscopes
by Magickal CiCi

Aries (March 21-April 19) Your attention to detail will more than double over the
week. It's not more than you need, just more than you're used to. Use this surge in
productivity to your advantage.

Libra (September 23-October 22) A difficult task will require your full attention
but keep in mind that nothing is impossible. Your ability brings achievement when
applied in the right direction.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) This week you're on a roll with everything you do.
Spread the wealth to your friends and enjoy the high life. Your thoughtfiilness will
be much appreciated.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21) Become involved in that group or activity
you've been thinking about lately. Are you in? Not only will you join, but you will
also bring a new spirit to that organization.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) When trying to establish your routine, now is the time
to fall into the gap. Though others may try to alter your habits, you know what will
work best for your lifestyle.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21) You have many things on your mind this
week. Before you confide in someone, ask yourself if you're in good hands. You
will know who can be trusted and who has other motives.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) This week your friends come first, and you're willing to
prove it. But before you go out, double check what's in your wallet. A quick stop to
the ATM may prove helpful.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19) It's important not to second guess yourself
this week. You are faster than you think. You will get that project done ahead of
schedule. Before you know it, you'll be ready for the next challenge.

Leo (July 23-August 22) You've found your niche, and you can't help but think to
yourself, "I'm loving it." Use this positive outlook to give back to your community.
Pretty soon others will love it too.

Aquarius (January 20-February 18) You may become frustrated by a friend
who doesn't listen; however, don't be afraid to ask, "Can you hear me now?"
Communication is essential in a true friendship.

Virgo (August 23-September 22) Your persistence and dedication are strong attributes that leave you wanting more. Hungry? Why wait? There's no need to hesitate
when you already have the skills required for success.

Pisces (February 19-March 20) This week, great ideas will overflow. Just like a
butterfly emerging from a cocoon, once you pop, you can't stop beauty. Sharing
these inspired juices with others will only encourage genius. Create.
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Zach Braff stuns audiences with directorial debut
$**$a
GARDEN STATE
Fox Searchlight Pictures
Released: Out Now
ADAM STEINBERG
Staff Writer
Every so often a movie comes
along that defines a generation.
"The Graduate" helped define
the 1960s, and "Risky Business"
illustrated a new level of teenage
angst in the 1980s. Zach Braff has
created the definitive movie of his
life with "Garden State." Braff's
vision was to create a film that
represented the depression and
confusion he felt being 25 years
old, stuck in Los Angeles and having no place to call home.
"Garden State" kicks off with
a double dose of melancholy and
depression. Braff plays Andrew
Largeman, a guy so doped up
on every depression medicine
imaginable that he forgets to take
the gas pump out of his car and
drives off with it in the vehicle.
Andrew is a part-time actor by day
and a part-time waiter at a trendy
Los Angeles restaurant by night.
His biggest acting role to date is
playing a retarded quarterback in
a made-for-TV movie. Andrew
awakens one day to his father (Ian
Holm) telling him through the
phone answering machine that he
needs to come home - his mother
has drowned.
Andrew flies home to New
Jersey for his mother's funeral. At
the funeral he stands aside from
the crowd gathered in the cemetery
and does not cry. He feels nothing.
After the funeral, Andrew runs into
an old high school friend, Mark
(played aptly by Peter Sarsgaard).
Mark is the type of guy that exemplifies the reason people go to college and leave their hometown. He

curses like he has no vocabulary,
drinks as if he has no liver and
snorts cocaine as if he has no heart.
Despite all this, Andrew decides to
go to a party that night with Mark
— not particularly because he
wants to "catch up" with Mark,
but because he is avoiding any
type of contact with his father.
Andrew and his father have not
had a functional relationship in
years, mostly stemming from the
fact that Andrew's father is also
his psychiatrist, and happens to
prescribe all of Andrew's drugs.
"Garden State" however, is a
movie after all, and Andrew must
change eventually. Change comes
in the form of Sam, played by
Natalie Portman in her best role
since the appearance of Jar Jar
Binks. Sam and Andrew meet in
a hospital, oddly enough, and the
sparks fly. Right away Andrew
can tell Sam is a firecracker. She
rambles on and on about nothing,
but she is a bolt of energy and
vigor, something Andrew is desperately lacking. Immediately she
compels Andrew to try something
new - listening to The Shins.
Minutes later Andrew is walking into Sam's hamster-infested
house and discovering just how
unique this girl is. Sam is everything Andrew wants to be. Despite
her epilepsy, Sam views the world
in such a positive way that she
would make Thoreau proud. Sure,
bad stuff happens, but you have
to make the best of it. Otherwise
life will mean nothing. This is
the lifestyle that Andrew craves,
being able to experience all of
life's offerings, and eventually
Sam helps him to break free of his
depression and see the other side.
The closing scenes of the film are
extremely poignant, and among the
best scenes of any movie all year.
As writer/director/actor, Zach
Braff performs admirably in his
roles. The screenplay could have
used a little more fine-tuning.

PHOTO AND COVER BY K. C. BAll£V

SIDECARS ARE COOLER THAN MOPEDS: Andrew Largeman (Braff) takes Sam (Portman) for a spin in the lovely countryside ofNew Jersey.
Occasional attempts at laugh-outloud humor just do not seem to fit
the mood of the film. Despite this,
the writing is really top-notch,
with multiple story and character
layers providing the strength of
the film. Braff's direction is solid
as well, even if we may have seen
some of the shots and framing in
the works of Wes Anderson and
Alexander Payne previously.
There are also moments of
unevenness in the film, but not
enough to distract the viewer from
the big picture. Braff particularly
portrays the gloominess of Andrew
Largeman well. The director uses
colors and visuals to show just
how indifferent Andrew is to his
life.
Along with the screenplay, the
actors in the film really take the

Youth entertainment deserves respect
RICH BUNNELL
Daily Californian (U. California
- Berkeley)
(U-WIRE) BERKELEY, Calif.
- Back in 1993, the Academy Award
nominations for the best picture of
the year went to "Schindler's List,"
"In The Name of the Father," "The
Piano," "The Fugitive" and "The
Remains of the Day."
Not to disrespect Daniel DayLewis, the deaf-mute, or the victims
of the Holocaust, but I'm downright
dismayed, nay, offended that the
Academy completely ignored "The
Sandlot."
I'm not just blowing smoke out of
smarmy hipster irony — I seriously
think David Mickey Evans's early'90s evocation of '60s Americana
about one kid's newfound passion
for baseball is one of the smartest,
wittiest children's films I've ever
seen, but therein lies the rub — it's
for children.
In high school, I was one of
those teenagers who kept rereading
"The Indian in the Cupboard" and
"Matilda" after my peers had graduated into the open arms of Franz
Kafka and "Catch-22." Even though
I've caught up with them culturally
since then, 1 still have a gushy soft
spot for pop culture intended for the
eyes and ears of America's youth.
My eyes haven't been clouded
by nostalgia — it's easy to see why
children's art isn't frequently given
the same respect as, say, Scorsese or
Dostoevsky. Books and films meant
for kids almost always employ
seemingly
deliberately
simple

themes and language, an approach
which is easy to misinterpret as
dumbed-down.
However, I've discovered there's
genuine beauty to be found in
this simplicity. In my experience,
truly gifted children's artists have
the unique ability to transcend the
fact that they're creating art for a
younger audience. In the process,
they produce work that conforms
to a child's unique but not inferior
sense of logic without being condescending.
A prime example of this approach
is the now-defunct Nickelodeon
television series "The Adventures
of Pete and Pete." The show intertwined the suburban adventures of
two redheaded brothers named Pete
with a double dose of randomness
and skewed social commentary, all
the while never trying to go over the
heads of its target audience.
For example, in one particularly
memorable episode, an addictive
orange slushie drink named the
"Orange Lazarus" is used as the focal
point of an ambitious triple allegory
against drugs, religion and nuclear
proliferation — the drink's creator
is even named "Oppenheimer."
Author Bruce Coville's series of
"My Teacher is an Alien" novels
took a slightly different approach.
The series started off as an alien
invasion rag about a student who
rids her elementary school of an
alien disguised as a teacher. By the
finale, "My Teacher Flunked the
Planet," the narrative has pulled the
rug out from under the readers' feet
and expanded into an all-out critique
of worldwide poverty.

Still, creating a work of art kids
will want to bother with isn't just
a matter of taking a shiny premise
about fairies, aliens and robots and
sprinkling in a smidgeon of social
commentary for the sake of educating youth in their language. In the
end, it's all about being engrossing
and substantive — in other words,
just like any other form of art,
except you're probably dealing with
shorter attention spans this time
around.
Admittedly, some children's films
like "The Princess Bride" and "A
Christmas Story" are beloved by
pretty much everyone in America
already. Plus, whether you're sickened by the hype or not, the heaps
and sweltering gobs of praise surrounding the release of every single
"Harry Potter" novel stand as a good
sign that smartly written children's
fiction is indeed capable of conquering the bestseller lists.
It would be nice if "children's
art" didn't have to be considered a
completely separate and less serious
artistic subcategory in the world of
pop culture, but this world is far
off.
I'm speaking of a world in which
Norton Juster's linguistic fantasy
"The Phantom Tollbooth" would
be mentioned in the same breath as
James Joyce's "A Portrait Of The
Artist As A Young Man." A world
in which Spongebob Squarepants
would have remained some network suit's 3 a.m. acid flashback
instead of being developed into an
actual show. A world in which "The
Sandlot" had swept the Oscars. Oh,
if only:
\

movie to another level. Braff again
fits his role as Andrew Largeman
well. Until nearly the end of the
film, Braff fills Andrew with such
apathy and disinterest that we really don't know anything about him,
just as he does not really know
who he is. Natalie Portman seems
born to play the role of Sam. She
portrays her with levels of spunkiness and sincerity that Princess
Amidala would have never imagined. Peter Sarsgaard will continue
his tradition of being the best actor
in a film, only to be overlooked
because his co-actors receive more
screen-time. Sarsgraad plays Mark
perfectly. You dislike Mark just by
looking at him, but you also sense
there is something more to him,
and by the end of the film you
know why. It is Sarsgaard's skill

and depth that really drives this
character without distracting from
Braff and Portman's work.
Zach Braff has created a film
that defines the angst and pain of
being surrounded by millions of
people but still being anonymous.
He also explores the feeling of
having no real place that feels
like home. "Garden State" is not
a film of depression, but one of
metamorphosis and growth. The
film carries a strong message for
anyone who feels trapped by the
constraints that may have been
placed on them. By the end of the
film, the characters and the audience learn that anyone can still
surprise you, no matter what their
past may be, and you can still live,
no matter how dead you may have
felt. •

'Napoleon Dynamite' a
weird, wonderful ride
CHRISTINA TEICHMAN
The Battalion (Texas A&M U.)
(U-WIRE)
COLLEGE
STATION, Texas - "Napoleon
Dynamite" does not have a plot
or purpose. But it is relaxing to
sit back and take in this completely mind-numbing adventure.
Filled with funny one-liners and
quotes that will find their way
into the minds of the audience
members days later (whether
they like to admit it or not), this
film will continue to bring joy to
its fans time after time.
Though much appreciated
at the Sundance Film Festival,
"Napoleon Dynamite," is not for
everyone. Audiences will either
leave theaters wishing they
could have their 86 minutes and
$7 back (or $10 if your theater
doesn't have the oh so incredible college student discount), or
come away with their stomachs
hurting from laughing so hard.
The film's cast, made up of
entirely unknown actors (aside
from
supporting
members
Diedrich Bader and Haylie
Duff), brings a realistic quality
to the screen that is untouched
upon in film today.
John Heder portrays, with
stunning credibility, Napoleon
Dynamite, the geek of his high
school who no one wants to
know.
He lives' with his elusive, yet

adventurous grandmother and
his thirty-something brother Kip
(Aaron Ruell).
Napoleon
befriends
the
school's new transfer student,
Pedro (Efren Ramirez), and they
become outcasts together. Other
cast members (a hillbilly uncle,
along with fellow outsiders)
bring this movie its good but dry
hilarious quality.
While other characters hate
Napoleon and crew, the audience
grows to love them and cheers
on these not-so-cool people,
hoping for them to come out on
top. Napoleon and Pedro come
to show that the geeks do eventually rule.
It is not necessarily bathroom
humor that keeps people roaring but the nerdy behavior that
Dynamite and his friends portray.
All of these up-and-coming
actors do a wonderful job in this
difficult film.
The hardest characteristic
they have to portray is that of
normalcy.
The specific year that the
movie is set in is elusive, yet the
entire film feels like it is trapped
in the '80s.
The fashion statements, attitudes and music portrayed are
like a time warp into that distinct
era. Those who were in high
school in the '80s will feel like
they are back in those long halls,
playing the popular game again.

